
Can you Help? 
Have you had one of our 

library books for rather a 

long time?  If so Frances 

Adams, our Librarian, would be 

grateful if you would return it to her 

at our next meeting or contact her on 
01277 626621 to let her know that you 

would like to keep it a bit longer. 
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M r Beesy says. Start your beekeeping 

year with an inspection and a 

cleanup. If you smoke the 

bees down you can scrape top 

bars: and while you are having a look it's a 

good time to clean the brood box rebate and 

sides. Also, this is a good time to mark the 

queen as she should be easy to find, because 

by the end of the month the number of bees 

will have doubled, and some colonies may even 

have queen cells. Some of the brood frames 

may be empty, so now is the time to change 

them: and remember to remove all winter 

preparations – mouse guards etc. 

M arch’s Meeting 
This meeting was very well-

attended: there were more than 45 

members present.  Ted Grad, chair of 

Epping Forest division, gave us a most 

interesting talk on Swarm Control,  He 

explained why bees swarm and how we 

beekeepers can use this tendency to our 

advantage in terms of, for example,  

replacing older combs (to help keep 

disease at bay) and increasing the 

number of our colonies.  The various ways 

in which swarms can be prevented were 

discussed and Ted impressed on us the 

importance of keeping good records of 

our colonies to help inform future 

decisions.  Thanks, Ted! 

For Sale 
Experienced beekeeper 

downsizing: 

Nucs on National frames 

@£100 

Telephone: John Sheridan 07595 920 

869 

Next Meeting: 
28 April 2014 At 7:30 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Ch’ford.  

Propolis- the Magic Medicine. 

Richard Ridler, our EBKA Chairman, 

talks about the magical properties of 

propolis, and its long history of use as 

a natural treatment for a host of 

health problems.  

As always, everyone is very welcome. 

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  
01245 350117   

margaretclay@btinternet.com 
 

Secretary: Brian Spencer 
07917024931 

chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole  
01245 422627  inkersole@btinternet.com 
 

Disease and Spray Contact.Jean Smye:             
07731 856361  jean_smye7@o2.co.uk   

Membership  

We how have 113 members. 

If you have not rejoined, 

this is the last newsletter 

you will receive and you are no longer 

covered by Public and Product Liability 

Insurance. To rejoin please download a 

form from the web site 

B asic Assessment 
Have you ever thought about taking 

the Beekeepers' Basic Assessment? We 

would like to encourage all new 

beekeepers (and those not so new) to 

take the Basic Assessment, by offering 

you a short half-day refresher course 

free of charge. Although at first glance 

the Basic Assessment syllabus can appear 

daunting, it merely lists the basic things 

which all competent beekeepers should 

know. The assessment is completely 

practical/oral and normally takes place in 

one of our members’ apiaries on a nice 

warm and sunny day in June/July. You 

should have managed at least one colony 

of bees for a minimum of 12 months. If 

you are interested in attending the 

course (probably in June/July) please 

contact The Secretary by 10th April.  H ealth Tips 

March and April are difficult 

months for bees: this is when the 

greatest loses can occur.  Faecal staining 

on bar tops and on the hive front might 

be, but is not necessarily, a sign of 

Nosema; consider a Bailey frame change - 

see BeeBase for information.  If the 

colony is small and struggling a mini Bailey 

frame change would be more appropriate.  

If any colonies have died out over, 

sterilisation of the equipment is 

essential, as is finding the cause. 

Varroa: carry out mite checks on all your 

colonies now, if you have not already done 

so.  If you have more than 50 mites over 

a 48 hour period then treat immediately. 

Don’t forget to grease your boards 

otherwise the ants might eat the Varroa 

giving you a false reading. 

Websites: 
ebka.org 

bbka.org.uk 

chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 

N ew Committee Member 
We would like to wel-

come Pam Hughes on to the 

Chelmsford Committee. Pam 

joined Chelmsford  

Beekeepers in spring last 

year, and has since at-

tended both our beginners’ 

theory and practical 

courses’ and has been  

successfully running one hive in her back 

garden. Pam has become a familiar face at 

our meetings, running the tea rota and has 

also volunteered to become our “New  

members Contact “. Pam says she is looking 

forward to making our new members feel 

welcome at our meetings and distributing 

our newly developed “Welcome Pack”. 

S warm Coordinators 

   URGENT 
We need volunteers to take calls 

from members of the public on one 

day a week during the swarm season.  

You don’t have to collect the swarms 

yourself: you would have a list of 

members who are prepared to take 

swarms to get in touch with.  If you 

think you could help out please  

contact the Secretary (see right) for 

more information; your details would 

be put on our website. 
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