
Can you Help? 
We have received requests 

from the organisers of two 

events for beekeepers to 

sell honey and educate visitors. The 

events are in Blackmore on Saturday 

7th June and the other in Writtle on 

Saturday 22nd March.  It is possible 

to borrow a gazebo, table, tablecloth 

with CBKA logo and a virtual hive.  For 

further details of the events, please 

contact The Secretary, Brian Spencer 

if you are interested in either event. 
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A  Word from our Chair 
Tuesday 18th February, 16:40, and the 

sun is shining.  A noteworthy moment 

after the miserable start to this year! A large 

portion of my garden is still under water but 

there are snowdrops, crocus, jasmine and helle-

bores glowing in the sunshine. My colonies are not 

in the garden so I am waiting to spot the first 

bumble bee of the season collecting the pollen.  

February’s meeting has been reviewed elsewhere 

but I would like to repeat my thanks to all those 

members who contributed to a successful eve-

ning.  

Happy Beekeeping!           Margaret 

F ebruary’s Meeting 
Ian Grant and Stephen Fairchild 

attended a course on Microscopy 

which was arranged by and subsidised by 

EBKA.  They explained the various 

activities covered in the two day course: 

how to dissect bees, mounting bee parts 

on glass slides for viewing under a 

compound microscope, making slides of 

pollen—and they showed us photographs 

of magnified pollen grains which are 

markedly different from one species to 

another. 

Stuart Baldwin ran a course  for CBKA 

members over several evenings before 

Christmas which was enjoyed greatly by 

those who took part.  If there is 

sufficient interest, another course can 

be organised: please contact The 

Secretary if you are interested. 

Our monthly meetings have a new format: 

“Q&As” with Eric Fenner taking the 

session this time and “What to do this 

month” with Richard Alabone leading  this 

month. This format seemed to work very 

well and will be continued. 

For Sale 
Experienced beekeeper 

downsizing: 

Nucs on National frames 

@£100 

Telephone: John Sheridan 07595 920 

869 

Next Meeting: 
17 March 2014 At 7:30 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, 

Chelmsford.  

Spring Swarm Control by Ted Grad 

from Chair of Epping BKA  

As always, everyone welcome. 

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  

01245 350117   

margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer 

07917024931 

chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole 

01245 422627   

inkersole@btinternet.com 

Membership  

Unfortunately, anyone who 

has not rejoined by 28th 

February will be deemed 

"lapsed" and will be de-registered 

(from the BBKA, EBKA and Chelmsford 

Division). Download an application form 

from our website or click here 

y our New Website 
Our new website is now up at: 

chelmsfordbeekeepers.com. The 

site has a brand new look and feel along 

with much new content which should 

integrate much better with mobiles/

tablets. Along with details of upcoming 

events, you can find equipment for hire, 

photos and videos, for sale items, library 

books, latest news and much more. There 

is a special area for members only and 

the password is: eric.  If you have ideas 

for additional content or would like to 

add more photos etc please email the 

webmaster. Our thanks go to Brian 

Spencer for developing the site and 

those who have helped review it. 

 

M r Beesy says……. 
March is when we look forward optimistically to a new 

season of beekeeping. This winter, which turned out to be no winter at all, 

probably gave the bees a good start and they might have used up their stores faster 

than usual. On any warm day now, open up and see how they are doing. There should 

be some brood in the middle but don't hang about looking for the Queen. The 

important thing is the honey stores. They can find pollen in March, but there could 

be no nectar available and there may be stores that are too hard to use: so scratch 

about with the hive tool. If it's soft the bees will use it, but if there are no usable 

stores then they will need feeding. Maybe you could take from another hive, if it has 

a surplus. 

Websites: 
ebka.org 

bbka.org.uk 

www.chelmsfordbeekeepers.co.uk 

B BKA Spring Convention 
In Shropshire, 4-6 April,  Click here 

for more information.  Braintree 

BKA might arrange a coach if there is 

enough interest.  Ring Stuart Mitson on 

01376 340683 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Clay—our new Chair 
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