
Can You Help? 
We need members to 

make teas and coffees 

for one of the monthly meetings. 

You may be asked at the next 

meeting or, if you would like to 

volunteer, contact the Editor.  

On the downside you might get 

wrinkly fingers from washing up 

but the upside is that you will get 

to know members you might not 

have spoken to previously.   
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M ay’s Meeting 
Lots of members attended 

our meeting to hear Clive de 

Bruyn speak.  Clive is a very 

experienced and knowledgeable 

beekeeper and speaker.  He 

spoke about Varroa and gave his 

own take on the various 

techniques to keep their numbers 

in check via ‘integrated pest 

management’.  We were very 

fortunate to have someone of 

international repute to speak to us in what proved to be a very 

engaging talk without notes or computer!   

For Sale 
Used but serviceable 

Cedar Commercial 

equipment, including 

empty Brood Boxes from £10 

and Supers from £5. 

Other items also.  Contact 

Bill Cross: 01245 260546   

Next 

Meeting: 
16 June 2014 7:30 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford.  

‘Making the Most of your 

Hive Products. 

Two of our own experienced 

beekeepers, Richard Alabone and 

Brian Spencer will be sharing their 

wisdom and experience so do come 

along and find out how to maximise 

the benefits of beekeeping. 

As always, everyone is very 

Membership  

We now have 130 

members.   

Clive de Bruyn 

F or Sale 

Warré Hives (a 

top-bar hive) 

There are 3 of these top-

bar hives for sale; they 

are about 2 years old and 

each has a colony of bees.   

More details click here or 

contact Sarah Yardley at 

sarah@basildonlocks.co.uk  

or evenings on 01268 

711164 . Our meeting in 

July will be about top bar 

hives.   

 

M r Beesy says Hopefully, any rape honey has been extracted, 

otherwise by now it will be solid. If you return combs 

straight away, bees will often cap over only a drop of 

remaining honey, but in mid-June they will clear out the cells. The old 

idea of a June gap is not really a problem now. Some flowers are 

earlier and more bees are kept in urban areas, but do make a note of 

stores level because brood size reaches maximum during June.  

Now is the best time to recycle brood frames, so tatty or black frames 

should be replaced by foundation - even put on a whole box of brood 

foundation with a feeder. It's amazing how quickly a box will get 

drawn out, which helps fight brood disease. It enables the bees to 

eradicate bacteria. Varroa levels will be on the increase, so think about 

integrated pest management (IPM). A shallow frame in the brood box 

generally gets an area of drone underneath which can be cut off when 

the cells are capped. Pull off some cappings which should expose no 

more than 10% with little black spots.   

C ourses Two courses have been organised 

for members: one for those who have 

registered for the Basic Assessment will 

be on June 7th (if you would like to 

take this assessment this year, get in 

touch with the Secretary straight 

away). The second is about marking 

queens and wing clipping: those who 

have already said they would like to 

attend will be notified as to when and 

where the course will be and contact 

the Secretary asap if you would like to 

attend. 
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C helmsford Beekeepers hit Sky News! 
 

Websites: 
CBKA    

EBKA     

BBKA 

BDI: 

Bee Base   

A  Word from our Chair 
From ‘The Chair’ – if only! The chair in question – a swing/hammock from Father 

Christmas, is still in its glittery wrapping paper, under the bed. Between the needs of 

the garden and the bees, there hasn’t even been time to put it up, let alone sit in it and enjoy 

the spring weather! 

I don’t suppose my bees are any more challenging than any others but it does seem as if this 

year it has been a full time job just trying to keep one step ahead of them and their persistent game of 

‘Hunt the Queen Cell’. 

There have been several moments when I have been tempted to let a swarm go but… Not only would 

the loss of half a colony of bees affect the honey crop but it is also irresponsible and reflects badly on all 

beekeepers. 

There is plenty of advice to help beekeepers avoid losing their bees in a swarm. Look on line – BBKA/

CBKA websites - or ask a more experienced beekeeper for help.   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

Our Secretary, Brian Spencer, appeared live 

on Sky News one Saturday morning last 

month to talk about the Asian Hornet and 

the threat to both bees and humans.  

Brian said, "I had a call late Friday night 

and the Sky team were at my door at 8 

o'clock the following morning! The plan was 

to open up some beehives but it was 

pouring with rain, so I quickly made up an 

observation hive. At 9 o'clock the team 

were facing technical problems and I finally 

got patched through to the studio at 

9.13am, to find I would be speaking live 

two minutes later! I was a bit nervous at 

first, having no idea what the questions 

would be, but in the end I just kept 

talking!". 

You can see the video on Youtube by 

searching on Google, for  

"brian spencer hornet" or click here.   

Details on how to make your own hornet trap can be 

found on the "Bee Base" website.   

B DI Insurance 
When you paid your membership fee you would have been reminded that the 

standard membership fee includes an element for BDI insurance of up to 3 hives and you 

will have paid an extra premium if you have more.  The BDI has asked us to remind 

members that if they have increased the number of their hives they should now pay the 

extra premium in order to remain insured because you can’t insure only some of your hives: your 

insurance is invalid if you now have more colonies than you paid for at the start of this year.  Please 

contact the Treasurer if you think this applies to you!   
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