
H elp required "Wildlife Fun Day" Oaklands Park Museum, Chelmsford. 31st May 2014 from 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm. This is a great opportunity to explain the observation hive to 

the young visitors and also to help them make rolled candles. If you can help us, even for 
an hour or so, please contact our Secretary. 

Writtle  Farmers’ Market, Hylands Park. 4th May 2014 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. Chelms-
ford Beekeepers have a reserved pitch to sell honey. If you have any honey to sell or 
would like to help for part of the day, please contact our Secretary. 

Norsey Wood Open Day, Billericay 11th May 11:00 am - 4:00 pm. 
Chelmsford Bee Keepers are invited to sell honey and other products as well give  
information on bee keeping. The Virtual Hive will be on display as well as bee keeping 
equipment. Any members able to spend an hour or more during the day please contact 
Ian Grant. 

Can you Help? 
Have you had one of our 
library books for rather 
a long time?  If so 
Frances Adams, our Librarian, 
would be grateful if you would 
return it to her at our next 
meeting or contact her on 01277 
626621 to let her know that you 
would like to keep it a bit longer. 
Please also see Page 2 for requests 
for assistance at some events. 
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A pril’s Meeting 
A record forty seven members attended 
the April meeting to enjoy Richard 

Ridler’s presentation ‘Propolis – The Magic 
Medicine’. 
Richard explained how important propolis is for the 
structure, health and hygiene of the colony. 
Throughout history, propolis has also been used 
by humans for such things as embalming, healing 
and varnishing. 
In parts of the world, excluding UK and USA, there 
is research taking place to verify the value of 
propolis as a ‘traditional’ medicine. 
This is a fascinating subject which gave us plenty 
of food for thought – there is more to propolis than 
a ‘nasty, sticky, hive repair kit’! 

For Sale 
Experienced beekeeper 
downsizing: 
Nucs on National frames 
@£100  Telephone: John Sheridan 
07595 920 869 

Next 
Meeting: 
19 May 2014 7:30 
Trinity Methodist 
Church, Rainsford 
Road, Ch’ford.  
‘IPM & Varroa’. 
We are very fortunate that  
Clive de Bruyn has agreed to 
speak to our group in May. Clive 
has an international reputation and 
wrote the well known book 
‘Practical Beekeeping’. He was 
Essex county Beekeeping 
Instructor for 15 years and is a 
very experienced and 
knowledgeable beekeeper. 
As always, everyone is very 
welcome. 

Membership  

We how have 118 
members.  

B asic Assessment 
A session has now been arranged for 
those who want to consolidate their 

beekeeping knowledge and practice.  It will take 
place on Saturday 7th June between 10.00am 
and 1.00pm at ‘The Link’. There are a few places 
left so if you are interested, please contact our 
Secretary. Those who have already applied will 
have received an email by now with details of how 
to apply to take the short practical test. 

N ew Members 
If you are new to  
Chelmsford Beekeepers 

this year, do come along to one of 
our monthly meetings (details 
above) and meet Pam, our New 
Members’ Contact, who will be 
pleased to welcome you and give 
you your New Members’ Pack.  

Richard Ridler 

E ric Fenner in the news 
Some of you 
might have 

seen Eric in the Essex  
Chronicle.  He had 
been called to take a 
swarm that had settled 
just outside a bar in 
central Chelmsford.  
You can see the full 
article if you click here.   

http://www.essexchronicle.co.uk/Wasp-invasion-Missoula-bar-Chelmsford/story-20999731-detail/story.html�


M r Beesy says. During May the 
average colony 

increases from 20,000 
bees to 38,000, so it is 
perfectly logical that the 
bees will need more space. Yesterday, I 
took a super to a strong colony because I 
knew they needed it. But on removing the 
crown board, there they were: gone. Only 
a few bees were left on the top bars, 
where there had been hundreds before. 
But, as well as having lost the bees, the 
super was rape and it was granulating fast 
so I had a double problem. And there is 
another reason why the queen can run 
out of egg laying space. If you have left a 
frame of stores in the brood box the bees 
will never consume it at this time of 
the year, so the frame will block egg 
laying beyond it so move it to the end or 
take it out altogether. This year the rape 
has flowered early so if the colony is not 
very strong there is a good chance the 
honey will start to granulate in the comb 
before it’s capped. You don't have to wait 
till rape honey is capped; as soon as the 
field starts to turn green, the honey must 
come off, if most of it stays in when you 
shake the frame.  

C ommittee Activities 
So far this year your committee 
members  have been busy 

organizing monthly meetings, beginners’ 
theory & practical courses, queen marking 
& clipping and basic assessment courses.  
They have introduced the New Members’ 
Welcome Pack, purchased a microscope 
camera which will be available for members 
at our monthly meetings and nominated 
Little Havens Hospice as the beneficiary of 
any ad-hoc events for the coming year, e.g 
the raffle at the Christmas Social. 
     The committee is always looking for new 
ideas for the monthly meetings and would 
welcome feedback on the yearly 
programme of events, which can be viewed 
on the website. It is very easy to contact us 
via the "members area" on the website. 
Alternatively, please contact any of the 
committee members. 
      At the next meeting, committee members 
will be considering the purchase of 
additional equipment, training aids etc. so if 
you have any ideas or requests, please let 
us know as soon as possible.  The minutes 
of each committee meeting are now 
available for you to view on our website in 
the “members area”. Why not take a look?  

 

Websites: 
ebka.org 
bbka.org.uk 
chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 

A  Word from our Chair 
This year’s Beginners’ Theory Course was a tremendous  
success and I am very grateful to those members who  

contributed their time, effort and expertise. Jean Smye and Ian Grant  
organised the course and they were ably supported by Steve Fairchild, 
Stuart Baldwin and John Jackson. More than 20 potential beekeepers 
from across the county completed the course. Many of them have already 
become members of CBKA and signed up for the practical sessions in 
June. It bodes well for the future of beekeeping in Chelmsford! 

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

D ivisional  extractor 
The rape honey harvest 
will be arriving soon and 
you may want to  
borrow the divisional 
extractor and stand.  
 Details can 
 be found in 
 the 'Members Section' of 
 our website,  along with 
 other bee related equipment 
 owned by the division  

Q ueen Marking /   
 Clipping   

Marking your queen makes it much  
easier to find her, especially as the  
season progresses and the number of 
bees in the hive increases. It can also 
help you understand what is going on in 
the hive during the swarming season. 
Clipping the queen can give you more 
time should the queen decide to swarm 
and may help you keep your bees! With 
this in mind, a queen marking/clipping 
session has been arranged so that you 
may learn to clip and mark your own 
queens. The session will take around 2 
hours and. If you are interested, please 
contact our Secretary and you will be 
given details of time and venue as soon 
as they have been confirmed. 

T he Chelmsford and 
the Essex monthly 
publications. 

When enrolling this year, you had the op-
tion to elect how you have the Chelmsford 
Newsletter and The Essex Beekeeper 
magazine delivered. If you have a valid 
email address, you will automatically  
receive both via email. If you elected to 
receive a hard copy as well (delivered via 
the post), this should arrive at the begin-
ning of each month as usual. Any prob-
lems please contact The Secretary. 

Time for tea and a 
chat at the April 
members’ meeting. 

A FB You will by now have received 
two emails concerning the out-

break of AFB in the Chignall Smeeley/
Mashbury area. If you have any concerns 
or need any further information, please call 
or email our Disease and Spray Contact, 
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