
Can You Help? 
It has been very 

encouraging to see an 

increase in the numbers 

of members coming to our monthly 

meetings; there are usually about 

50 present each month.  The 

committee would be very grateful 

if a few members could arrive at 

7:15 in order to help put out chairs 

etc.  
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J uly’s Meeting  At the July meeting, Michael Hyde talked 

about his experiences, keeping bees in Top Bar hives. He gave a 

brief history of the development of hives with evidence that as far back 

as the 17th century, Greeks used an inverted skep with top bars in 

which to keep bees.  The modern Top Bar hives (TBH) were developed 

for the developing world, providing inexpensive and sustainable hives. 

TBHs can be made locally. They are cheap and easy to make, requiring 

no supers, queen excluders, frames or foundation.  

TBHs will suit some beekeepers because they are cheap to acquire or 

easy to make and they require much less storage space than 

conventional hives. There is also much less lifting involved as the 

honey is not stored in supers. On the other hand, the bees often brace 

the comb to the sides of the brood box and to each other, making 

inspections more difficult, there is not so much honey and it is more 

challenging to extract. This was a fascinating insight into a very 

different way of beekeeping. 

For Sale 
Bulk Sugar and Buckets 

£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 

Minimum sale one bag, 

will not split bags.  Also 10 litre 

buckets at £1.80 each.  All 

collection only. Chelmsford 

Members only.  Contact Brian Bull 

on 01245 347050 or 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net for 

more information 

Next Meeting: 
Meet an 

Agronomist: 

Richard Martin  
18 Aug 2014 7:30 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford.  
 

Richard is an independent 

agronomist who advises farmers on 

the responsible use of fertilizers 

and pesticides to get the best 

crops from the land. 

Membership  

We now have 137 

members !  A big welcome 

to those who have joined recently. 

We hope you will be able to come 

to meetings and learn more about 

the craft of beekeeping 

G arden Meeting 
Eric and Jean Fenner have 

very kindly offered to host 

a garden meeting at their home 

on Sunday 17th August from 

2:00 – 4:00pm 

Come along and bring your family 

for an informal social gathering.  

During the afternoon, Debbie 

Hart will demonstrate Willow 

Weaving for the Garden.  

Light refreshments will be 

available.  Seating will be limited 

so you might like to bring a 

garden chair with you.  

M r Beesy says As soon as the bees have ripened your honey it 

should come off, since there are several other important 

jobs for August. During this month the Queen is laying 

eggs that will develop into the bees that will survive winter and we 

want as many as possible to give a good start for next year so feeding 

should start as soon as is possible. Remember it takes three weeks for 

eggs to be turned into young bees, therefore a good start is needed 

before the weather changes. If the queen stops laying in early 

September there will be few bees left by March. As with most things in 

beekeeping the bees don't always read the same books as us and they 

can survive or die regardless of what advice is given to the beekeeper. 

However, an early start with feeding certainly pays dividends.  Varroa 

treatments should be given when the honey crop comes off and before 

the temperature drops. 

T he Basic Assessment 
Six of our members: Alex 

Wisbey, David Lockie, John Finn, 

Pam Hughes, Paul Wisbey and 

Stephen Fairchild, took the 'Basic 

Assessment' this year and we are 

delighted that they all passed 

with flying colours. 

The assessors have reported back 

that they were all well-prepared 

for the assessment and both the 

assessors and candidates had a 

very enjoyable day. Presentation 

of the certificates will take place 

at this year's EBKA Conference in 

Southend. 
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Q ueen Clipping & Marking Session 

Response to the 

invitation to try clipping and 

marking queens was so high 

that we ran two evening 

sessions. One of the greatest 

challenges was finding enough drones to work 

with. Everything this year has been early and 

colonies seemed to be responding by evicting the 

drones much sooner than usual. 

Experienced beekeepers Roy Hardwicke and Brian 

Bull joined Brian Spencer at his apiary to 

demonstrate clipping and marking. Thanks go to 

all of them for their patience in helping us to 

handle the drones and deal with them confidently. 

Everyone who took part found the sessions to be 

very worthwhile. 
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H oney jars at discount prices Jean Smye is organising the bulk purchase 

of honey jars for the Division. To take 

advantage of the great prices she has 

negotiated for us, please download 

the order form from the 'Members 

Area' of  our website and send to 

Jean by  9th August latest. Please 

make sure you order enough as there is unlikely to 

be a further order placed until this time next year. 

Any questions, please contact Jean directly 07731 

856361. 

D isease Update 
By beginning of August the colonies will 

have few if any drones. This means that the 

Varroa mites will still be looking for suitable cells 

in which to mate and multiply. They will, as they 

are deprived of Drone cells, move into the cells of 

worker brood. This  is  a dangerous time for the 

colonies if the mites are not kept under control. 

Late August is the ideal time to treat in most areas 

as by this time supers have usually been removed. 

Note:  Oxalic acid plays an important part in the treat-

ment for Varroa and is usually applied during December. 
There is new information relating to the supply and use 
of oxalic acid by beekeepers. We will ensure you have 
the latest advice in time to act for this year.''     

T he Divisional Apiary 
The Divisional Apiary at Writtle College is 

now open. It is primarily intended for new 

beekeepers to place one or two hives there so that 

they can have support from mentors and peers 

during their first year of beekeeping . After new 

beekeepers have had an opportunity to apply for 

places, there may be room for established bee-

keepers too. 

More details and an application form can be 

downloaded from the ‘Members Area’ of the CBKA 

website. Completed application forms should be 

returned to The Apiary Warden, Richard Brother-

ton either via email:  

Chelmsford.Apiary@writtle.ac.uk or  

by post, c/o Writtle College, Lordship Road,  

Writtle, CM1 3RR. 

A piguard As soon as the July/August honey flow is 

finished, you should consider the use of 

Apiguard to reduce the number of Varroa mites in 

your hive in preparation for the winter. Chelmsford  

Division has made a bulk purchase of Apiguard at 

very good prices, available to Division members 

only. 

1 box at £20 (comprising 10 trays, which will treat 

5 hives) or 1 tray at £2. 

You can buy & collect yours directly from the Bee 

Shed  by prior arrangement (contact Wendy 

07764 609803) or Email: beeshed@btinternet.com 

E BKA Annual Conference 

Southend Division is hosting this year’s  

conference on Saturday October 11th, starting 

at 9.15am. The theme this year is  'Beekeeping 

for All’, with a focus on natural beekeeping and  

diversity.  

Speakers include Dr. Nicola Bradbear of Bees for 

Development, Heidi Herrmann of The Natural Bee-

keeping Trust and Terry Clare, speaking on Queen 

rearing.  We would encourage you all to consider 

attending what promises to be an interesting day. 

Tickets will go fast, so book yours by going to the 

'What's on' area of the ebka.org website. 
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