
Can You Help? 
It has been very 

encouraging to see an 

increase in the numbers of 

members coming to our monthly 

meetings; there are usually about 

50 present each month.  The 

committee would be very grateful 

if a few members could arrive at 

7:15 in order to help put out chairs 

etc  
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J une’s Meeting 
Nearly 50 members attended to listen to Brian and Richard 

suggesting ways to make the best of our hive products and introduce 

some of the new equipment that has been bought by the division.  

Brian demonstrated how to uncap honey frames with a heat gun (we 

have 2) which avoids the usual mess with an uncapping knife and tray. 

He also explained how to use the new pedestal heater to warm buckets 

of honey before bottling. As might be expected, Richard had already 

worked out that a support would be needed – meet the need, meet the 

man! Richard has designed and made a support for us, which makes 

the whole process simple and safe. Thank you, Richard.   

For Sale 
Bulk Sugar and Buckets 

£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 

Minimum sale one bag, 

will not split bags.  Also 10 litre 

buckets at £1.80 each.  All 

collection only. Chelmsford 

Members only.  Contact Brian Bull 

on 01245 347050 or 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net for 

more information 

Next Meeting: 
Top-Bar Hives 

with Michael Hyde  
21 July 2014 7:30 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford.  

 

Michael Hyde has made and run 

Top-Bar hives with great success. 

He will be sharing his experiences 

with us and explaining how this 

system can be a fruitful method of 

beekeeping.  

Membership  

We now have 131 

members !   

L e Tour 
The Tour de France will come 

down Chignal Road at about 2.0 

on Monday the 7th. If you'd like to 

watch it come to Richard 

Alabone's for drinks and snacks at 

about 

12.0 and 

take a 

garden 

chair to 

Chignal 

Road. You 

will have to park in Beaches drive 

or Sunningdale Road and walk, as 

Chignal Road will be closed. 

Please book your chair by calling 

Richard on 01245 259288.  

Mr Beesy says 
July is the quiet month because there is much less brood 

now – the build-up is over. But as the main honey flow 

starts add supers as necessary, although not too many; 

they might even be starving! Put a spare over the crown board and let 

the bees tell you when they need it, as they will start to move into the 

top box. This year many bees have swarmed and for some reason new 

queens got lost. Perhaps it would be a good thing to combine a 

Queenless colony with another. Advice on management is difficult at 

this time of year as colony sizes vary so much depending on the size 

of your brood box etc. If you have a nuke or swarm in a nuke box they 

may have built up very quickly and will soon swarm unless they are 

transferred to a brood box. Another one to watch is that empty boxes 

of brood comb will be found by wax moths. To stop problems, make a 

gap of three quarters of an inch between each frame which will stop 

wax moth devastation.  

T he Basic Assessment 
The Basic Assessment is 

the first formal milestone for 

many bee keepers; it is designed 

to reinforce the basic level of 

knowledge that is essential for all 

beekeepers whilst giving them 

confidence in their beekeeping 

ability. The assessment is 

completely practical/oral and 

takes place mainly at the hive of 

a local apiary. Seven beekeepers 

from the Chelmsford Division 

attended a revision session last 

month and we wish them every 

success when they take their 

assessment in July.    
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Q ueen Clipping & Marking Session. 

The Queen Clipping and Marking Session has 

proved very popular with over 20 people applying. 

In response to this demand, we are now running 

two evening sessions - on the 14th and 16th of 

July in Chelmsford. At the session you will learn 

the advantages and disadvantages of clipping and 

marking, timing, what your options are when you 

see queen cells and/or the queen has swarmed 

etc. You will also be instructed on how to mark 

and clip queens by Roy Hardwicke and Brian Bull. 

In addition, you will also have an opportunity to 

apply the skills you learn during the session by 

practising on drones. Anyone who has applied 

should have received an email asking for their 

preferred date. If you have not received this email 

please contact our Secretary. Details of the 

location etc. will be sent in due course, again by 

email.    

Websites: 
CBKA    

EBKA     

BBKA 

BDI: 

Bee Base   

A  Word from our Chair 
It has been another busy and successful month for Chelmsford Division. I know that 

those of you coordinating the swarm rota and responding to cries for help have been 

kept very busy indeed. This is a service which is very much appreciated by residents and we 

are grateful to those of you who give up your time to help. 

Fifteen new members successfully completed this year’s Beginners’ Practical Course. All of the partici-

pants were given a thorough introduction to practical beekeeping in a variety of settings. Some of them 

now have their bees and others are planning ahead. We are looking at ways in which we might continue 

to support them though their first years of beekeeping with additional training and mentoring.  

Our courses are run by volunteers who give up their time and share their expertise. I am very grateful 

for the professional way in which Brian organised the practical course. I would also like to thank Wendy 

Swift (The Bee Shed), Phil Jude, John Finn, Stephen Fairchild, Ian Grant and John Jackson who hosted 

the course at their apiaries, allowing the participants to experience a wide range of settings, hives and 

bees. The courses could not happen without this commitment – thank you everyone.   Your committee 

continue to meet regularly and work on your behalf behind the scenes. I am, as always, grateful for their 

staunch support.    

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

W rittle Food and Farming 
Chelmsford beekeepers were well 

represented at this year’s Food and Farming event 

at Writtle College in June. The event is held each 

year to teach primary children about food, 

farming and the countryside. 

Talking to groups of 15 excited children got more 

challenging as the day went on and the marquee 

became hotter, busier and noisier!  

So, a big ‘thank you’ to Tim Pigrem, Roy Fisher 

and Jan French who shared their knowledge and 

experience with the more than 3000 children who 

attended this year’s event. We were also 

supported by Kim Griffiths, Gemma and Roisin 

who keep bees at Takeley School and who 

enjoyed the opportunity to display their honey 

and wax products.    

A FB Update 
We are currently not seeing any further 

outbreaks of AFB. So if swarms are col-

lected within the affected area it would now be ad-

visable to hive them on foundation and where pos-

sible site them in an isolation apiary. If the colo-

nies are seen to develop any signs outside the 

norm please feel free to contact me and I will be 

happy to have a look.     Jean    

A piary available. A member of Romford division is  

downsizing and so offering an apiary just 

outside Howe Green (off the A130). The site can 

take 3 hives and would suit someone from the 

Chelmsford area,. The landowner has an empty  

14 x 12 which he has paid for and is to remain on 

the site. Rent is a few jars of honey a year. You 

can get a car within 50 m of the hives.   

Contact Chris Harvey for more info:   

bigchris322@yahoo.co.uk.    
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