
Can You Help? 
It has been very 

encouraging to see an 

increase in the numbers 

of members coming to our monthly 

meetings; there are usually about 

50 present each month.  The 

committee would be very grateful 

if a few members could arrive at 

7:15 in order to help put out chairs 

etc.  

Chelmsford Beekeepers’ Newsletter  
September 2014 

www.chelmsfordbeekeepers.com  

A ugust’s Meeting   
The hall was full for Richard Martin’s talk at the 

August meeting. Richard is an independent 

agronomist who has a lifetime of experience working in 

agriculture and is also a beekeeper. Richard stressed 

that agriculture and horticulture are businesses and 

therefore need to make a profit to remain viable. He focused on the 

challenges of producing profitable crops using the minimum of 

fertilizers and chemical sprays to combat the various diseases and 

pests associated with mass planting.  Farmers need to use sprays at 

various times throughout the year. Some of these are insecticides 

and Richard suggested that any beekeeper with colonies near to a 

potential spray area should contact the farmer and ask to be 

informed when spraying is going to happen. This was an interesting 

and balanced insight about a sometimes controversial topic. 

For Sale 
Bulk Sugar and Buckets 

£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 

Minimum sale one bag, 

will not split bags.  Also 10 litre 

buckets at £1.80 each.  All 

collection only. Chelmsford 

Members only.  Contact Brian Bull 

on 01245 347050 or 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net for 

more information 

Next Meeting: 
Preparation for 

Winter  
15 Sept 2014 7:30 

Trinity Methodist 

Church, Rainsford Road, 

Chelmsford.  
 

We’ve had a beautiful summer but 

what preparations should we make 

to give our bees the best chance 

of surviving the less clement 

winter? 

Membership  

We now have 137 

members !  A big welcome 

to those who have joined recently. 

We hope you will be able to come 

to meetings and learn more about 

the craft of beekeeping 

S omething for Everyone 

This month we have sent a bumper pack of information to all 

members. So, what's going on.…? 
 

Firstly, this year your committee has invested some of Chelmsford 

Division's money in New Equipment Available for You to Borrow. 

We have produced the enclosed leaflet, so that you are aware of all 

the equipment that the Division now owns. Please do take time to 

read this leaflet - and retain it for future reference.  The equipment is 

being held by various members in and around Chelmsford.  There is 

no charge to members of EBKA Chelmsford Division for this service. 

 

Secondly, as we would like to encourage everyone to enter something 

in the Honey Show at Barleylands Farm on Sat/Sunday the 

13/14th September, we have included the show schedule and 

entry form.  

There are special classes for novices, so don’t be shy if you haven’t 

entered before! You don’t even have to enter honey - there are 

classes for cakes, fudge, toffee, inventions, mead, photography and 

candles.  

Hopefully some of the presentations we've had during the year will 

help you to prepare your entry. However, if you need any further help 

or advice, the following members will be happy to assist and, if 

required, they will also be able to help arrange transportation of your 

entries to Barleylands on Friday 12th September: 

 

Richard Alabone - 01245 255298  

Margaret Clay - 01245 350117 

Roy Hardwicke - 01245 225950 

Brian Spencer - 07917 024391 

Ian Grant - 01277 652855  
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G arden Meeting 
The garden meeting, hosted by Eric and 

Jean Fenner, was a real treat.  28 members 

and family attended and the sun shone! 

Pam Hughes and her mother, Phyllis, supplied a 

wonderful ‘high tea’ which was enjoyed by 

everyone. 

Debbie Hart demonstrated willow weaving and 

then answered individual questions while we 

enjoyed the garden and toured Eric’s honey shed. 

Debbie’s demonstration piece was a six foot high 

willow tepee for supporting climbing plants, which 

she donated to the division. This was raffled at the 

August meeting, raising £55.00 for Little Havens 

Hospice.  

Websites: 
CBKA   

EBKA   

BBKA 

BDI: 

Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917 024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

M r Beesy says During September we should assess the colony strength and the amount of stores. A 

small colony which has not built up for whatever reason may not survive the winter and in 

this case it might be best to combine it with another small colony. Some say the two 

colonies should be brought together first, but I have found this quite unnecessary. First cull the worst or 

oldest Queen, and then unite in the usual way. 

You will often read that there should be 20 kg, (44 lbs) of stores. You would need an enormous brood 

box to accommodate this weight of stores. What happens is that the Queen runs out of space in March or 

April, and surplus stores may go into a super. One good piece of advice is to use a commercial feed like 

Ambrosia, but this is about twice the price of sugar syrup. The advantage is that the bees do not have to 

invert the sugar, or remove so much water. Colony size is only one of the troublesome variables. Ups 

and downs in the weather will make all the difference to the amount of brood present in the hive which 

in turn alters the amount of stores used. A good motto is 'leave it to the bees'. 

C helmsford Beekeepers Taster 

Days 
Our Division will be holding two ‘Taster Days’ on 

Sunday 7th & 21st September, 2-4pm at our new 

Divisional Apiary at Writtle College. These are 

open to members of the general public to give 

them the opportunity to look into a hive and hold 

a frame of bees. Can you help?  If so, please call 

Richard Alabone on 01245 255298 to volunteer. 

N ational Honey Show  If you do well in the 

EBKA Honey Show, you might be tempted to 

enter The National Honey Show! This takes place in 

Weybridge, Surrey 30th October – 1st November. Full 

details are on the BBKA website. Even if you are not 

intending to enter the competition, you might like to 

keep the dates free and go along to see the huge array 

of entries that come in from home and abroad. 

E BKA Annual Conference 

Remember to book your place for the confer-

ence on 11th October. This year it is being 

hosted by Southend Division. It is titled, 

‘Beekeeping for All’ and focuses on natural bee-

keeping and diversity.  The speakers for this event 

are Dr. Nicola Bradbear of Bees for Development 

talking about the charity and the different ap-

proaches to beekeeping they have seen. Heidi 

Herrmann of The Natural Beekeeping Trust speak-

ing about natural beekeeping and pest and Terry 

Clare, speaking on Queen rearing. 

Pam Hughes, Roy Hardwicke, Phyllis Johnston (Pam’s mum) Frances Adams 

and our host for the afternoon, Eric Fenner seen here in Eric’s  honey house 

with a delicious tea on the table. 
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