
Can You Help? 
It has been very 

encouraging to see an 

increase in the numbers 

of members coming to our monthly 

meetings; there are usually about 

50 present each month.  The 

committee would be very grateful 

if a few members could arrive at 

7:15 in order to help put out chairs 

etc.  
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S eptember’s Meeting   
The September meeting focused on Preparing for Winter. The 

emphasis was on making sure that your bees are healthy, well 

fed, warm and dry, and protected from predators. There was some 

discussion about how each of these objectives could be achieved but 

the message is to think about what you are doing and know why you 

are doing it in your particular colonies. 

Jean Smye spoke about the regulations regarding the use of oxalic acid 

as part of an integrated pest management programme for varroa mite. 

Jean referred us to her article in the Essex Beekeeper September 2014 

edition which sets out clearly what we may and may not do. 

Your committee is looking into the possibility of making a group 

purchase of an acceptable product and will let you know as soon as we 

have any further details . 

For Sale 
Bulk Sugar and Buckets 

£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 

Minimum sale one bag, 

will not split bags.  Also 10 litre 

buckets at £1.80 each.  All 

collection only. Chelmsford 

Members only.  Contact Brian Bull 

on 01245 347050 or 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net for 

more information 

Next Meeting: 
More Than Honey ! 
20 Oct 2014 7:30 

Trinity Methodist 

Church, Rainsford 

Road, Chelmsford.  
 

Come along to our film showing of 

"More Than Honey". Academy  

Award-nominated director Markus 

Imhoof tackles the vexing issue of 

why bees, worldwide, are facing 

extinction.. 

Membership  

We now have 137 

members !  A big welcome 

to those who have joined recently. 

We hope you will be able to come 

to meetings and learn more about 

the craft of beekeeping 

M ore than Honey 

In a departure from 

our normal 

programme, we will be 

showing the film ‘More than 

Honey’ at the October meeting 

on Monday 20th October. 

The film was made for Friends 

of the Earth and obviously 

carries a thought-provoking 

message with which you may 

or may not agree. 

However, some of the images 

of honey bees are amazing – 

the opening shots show a 

queen emerging from her cell 

which is just breathtaking. 

Do come along in October to 

see for yourself. 

E ssex Honey Show 

The Honey Show is a feature 

of the Essex Country Show 

held at Barleylands each year. This 

year the weather held and visitor 

numbers were very high – the 

EBKA marquee was constantly busy 

with visitors showing interest in the 

competitive exhibits, 

demonstrations, observation hives, 

candle making and, of course, 

buying honey. 

Well done to all the Chelmsford 

Division Beekeepers who entered 

this year. The number of entries 

from Chelmsford was up on recent 

years and the results speak for 

themselves! It was particularly 

encouraging to see so many entries 

in the Novice Classes. 

As always on these occasions, the 

event could not happen without the 

tremendous effort made by a small 

band of volunteers who set up the 

marquee, look after the exhibits, 

talk to visitors and clear it away 

afterwards. This is an EBKA event 

but Chelmsford members were well 

represented and particular thanks 

must be given to Roy and Helen 

Hardwicke and Richard Alabone 

who were there from start to finish.

 

I mportant date for 

your diary! 

The Divisional Supper will be 

held at The Millennium Hall in 

Great Baddow on Friday 28th 

November. This is a popular 

event so do make sure that you 

book your place in plenty of 

time. There will be more details 

at the October meeting and on 

the website. 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net


M r Beesy Says 
Most beekeepers are well into 

their feeding regime by now. 

I find it best to buy sugar in 2 KG 

bags and rather than undo the bag I just hold it 

over the feeder, cut open the centre of the bag, 

turning it over to pour the sugar out.  
 

October is the month to think about the winter 

predators: depending on where your hives are 

sited, you may be troubled by mice or 

woodpeckers. Pin on a mouse guard if there is 

any chance of mice, (which could be almost 

anywhere). Similarly, woodpeckers are a 

problem particularly in the country although I 

even see them in my garden on the edge of town. 

I find that cages of wire mesh are cumbersome to 

use and store and so I use green builders netting 

sewn into a fabric bag which is more easily 

handled and stored. Put a brick on the top to 

prevent it blowing away but keep the covering 

away from the entrance so the bees can come and 

go on cleansing flights. 
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T aster Days 

There have been two ‘Taster Days’ this 

month. In all, sixteen people met at the 

Divisional Apiary and were given a very thorough 

introduction to beekeeping by Brian, Richard and 

Margaret. The feedback has been positive and 

several of the participants have already shown an 

interest in the 2015 Beginners’ Course. 

In the past, we have always been grateful to 

members who have offered their apiaries as a 

venue for the taster events but this year, for the 

first time, we were able to use the Divisional 

Apiary at Writtle. 

T he Divisional Apiary 
Just a gentle reminder about our Divisional 

Apiary at Writtle College. It is primarily  

intended for new beekeepers to place one or two 

hives there so that they can have support from 

mentors and peers during their first year of bee-

keeping . There may be room for established bee-

keepers too.  If you are interested, you will find 

more details and an application form which can be 

downloaded from the ‘Member Area’ of the CBKA 

website. . 

P ollen Patties Making pollen patties to put on in February is 

a difficult and messy business, but we can 

now get pollen substitute from Mann Lake at 

£2.50 a pound or £2 each if we order 40. They can 

be of great benefit if there is insufficient pollen 

available, containing vitamins, amino acids and 

minerals. Richard Alabone will be ordering at 

Christmas, so let him know on 01245 259288 if 

you would like to try some, or speak to him at a 

meeting. 

E BKA Annual Conference 

Southend Division is hosting this year’s  

conference on Saturday October 11th, starting 

at 9.15am. The theme this year is  'Beekeeping 

for All’, with a focus on natural beekeeping and  

diversity.  

Speakers include Dr. Nicola Bradbear of Bees for 

Development, Heidi Herrmann of The Natural Bee-

keeping Trust and Terry Clare, speaking on Queen 

rearing.  We would encourage you all to consider 

attending what promises to be an interesting day. 

Booking closes soon so go to the 'What's on' area 

of the ebka.org website. 

B anner We now have a banner which can be  

borrowed by members. 

Approximately 

300x2360mm to fit on 

our gazebo .   

Details for how to  

borrow are on our 

website in the mem-

bers area. 

A piary Available 

If you are interested in having an apiary in 

South Woodham Ferrers contact the  

Secretary, Brian Spencer, for more details  

re. location etc.  
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