
S how success!
Chelmsford came second 

in the Essex Honey Show. Just 
one more 1st & a 2nd and we 
would have won! Well done to 
all our winners: 
B. Spencer        J. Pratt 
P. Hughes         R. Alabone 
R. Hardwicke    S. Fairchild 
M. Blagrove      H. Hardwicke 
M. Clay    W. Gee  J. Finn                  
Maybe be next year we will 
walk away with the Cup? 

 

Walter Gee, also entered the 
National Honey Show and 
came away a winner! 
 

1st prize  
3 jars of different honeys 
 

VHC 
3 moulded candles  
Well done Walter! 

Chelmsford Beekeepers’ Newsletter  
November 2014 

www.chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 

F rom the Chair 
The film, ‘More than Honey’, shown at 
the October meeting, stunned those 

present with the amazing beauty of the 
photography.  The film looked at the way 
some bees are being kept and the problems 
that are becoming evident throughout the 
world. 

It is a complex situation with no simple 
answers but the message I have taken from 
the film is that we, as beekeepers, should 
behave responsibly and understand that 
how we treat our own colonies has an 

impact on the wider environment. 

Several members were disappointed that they were unable to attend 
and therefore missed the film. If you wish to borrow the DVD, please 
contact Margaret Clay. For Sale 

Bulk Sugar and Buckets 
£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 
Minimum sale one bag, 
will not split bags.  Also 
10 litre buckets at 
£1.80 each.  All collection only. 
Contact Brian Bull on 01245 
347050 or email 
brianbull@talktalk.net for more 
information 

Next Meeting: 
17th November 2014 
at 7:30 – 9:30 pm. 
Trinity Methodist 
Church, Rainsford 
Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 
2XB David Lockie will talk about 
keeping bees in the centre of 
London and will also demonstrate 
his 'home-made' extractor. 

Sad news about Richard Begley 
It is with great sadness we learned that Richard Begley passed away 
on 16th October after a short battle with cancer.  

Richard, together with his wife Wendy, was a member of Chelmsford 
Division for the last four years.  

Although not a beekeeper himself, Richard was very supportive of his 
wife's beekeeping and regularly attended our meetings.  

Richard and Wendy have been a great help to the Division by 
organising and mailing the monthly newsletters to our members for 
the last few years.  

Out thoughts are with Wendy and his family at this sad time. 

T ime to renew your EBKA membership ! 
Your membership of the EBKA expires on 31st December 2014 
and is therefore due for renewal on 1st January 2015.  

Please renew your membership promptly - as any delay causes 
considerable extra work for Treasurer, Ian Grant, and Secretary, 
Brian Spencer. Please download the membership form from our 
website. Thank you.  

Although BBKA have increased their charges this year, these have 
been absorbed by the EBKA and the cost of membership remains the 
same.  

We would like to include members' contact details in the Members' 
Area of our website to make it easier for you to find other 
beekeepers in your area to share knowledge, friendship and 
experiences etc. You can decline this option on the membership 
form.  

We are giving you the option to pay via BACS transfer. If you 
encounter any problems, please contact Ian Grant (tel. number 
overleaf). 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net�
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M r Beesy Says 
Although mouse 
guards are not 

essential, they do prevent 
large holes in your brood 
frames. Over the years I 
have had mouse damage in about six hives 
which is a great nuisance, but I've never 
lost a colony.  

Woodpecker damage is difficult to repair 
and of course they do eat some of the bees. 
They always seem to find the lifting points 
in Commercial hives, but will be a problem 
in almost any hive.  

I once saw a woodpecker fly out of a WBC 
roof where it had destroyed most of the 
frames in the top box in order to get to the 
brood nest.      

My mother read 
me a book about 
bees and honey 
that I always 
remember. In it, 
Pooh Bear said 
several times, 
'You never can tell 
with bees.’ This 
year has been 

strange where the bees have done well, 
ending up with plenty of stores in the brood 
box.  

I found that most of my colonies do not 
require feeding at all, despite what I have 
said over the last few months about 
feeding. You never can tell with bees! 

Websites: 
CBKA    
EBKA  
BBKA 
BDI: 
Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

A nnual Supper 

The Annual Supper is on Friday 28th November at 
7.30pm  

Great Baddow Millennium Community Centre, Baddow 
Road, Chelmsford CM2 9RL. Numbers are limited!  

Given the great food and fun we had last year, you are 
advised to book early!  

This year, we are delighted to welcome Aidan Fozard who 
will be playing the Belleplates. He is an accomplished 
performer and has played as far afield as Japan, America 
and New Zealand.  

No doubt we will end up singing a few Christmas carols 
and there will surely be some audience participation! The 
cost is £12.50 per head (wine included). The menu choice 
is as follows:  

 Beef & Ale Pie 
 Salmon with White Wine & Leek Sauce 
 Vegetable Parcels 
 
 Meringue Roulade 
 Sherry Trifle 
 Cheese and Biscuits 
 
Dress code: Smart casual. Partners very welcome. Arrive 

at 7.30pm for sit-down meal around 
8pm. Coaches around 10.30pm.  

Book your place: Email Ian Grant 
iancgrant@btinternet.com with your 
menu choice or tel: 01277 652855. 
Pay on the night or at next meeting. 
(Cancellations accepted up to 5 days 
before the event).

E BKA Annual Conference 
Several members of Chelmsford Division attended this year’s conference which was hosted by 

Southend. It was a thought-provoking programme. During the morning, Dr Nicola Bradbear told us about 
her work with Bees for Development and Heidi Hermann explained a more ‘natural’ approach to keeping 
bees being promoted through The Natural Beekeeping Trust. Like the film, ‘More than Honey’, it was a 
timely reminder that that we should all behave responsibly in our dealings with bees.  

After lunch, Terry Clare from Kent talked about his approach to rearing queens, which was followed by 
the Honey Show and BBKA Examination presentations. Chelmsford Division was well represented in both 
presentations—particularly the BBKA Basic where we entered the most candidates and had 100% 
success! 

Jane and Richard Ridler will be guests at our December meeting and Jane will present certificates to 
those members who were not able to collect theirs at the Conference. 
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