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F rom the Chair 

November meeting – Our members are full of surprises and 

enterprise! David Lockie works in the City and began his talk by 

describing the joys and trials of keeping bees five floors up on a 

rooftop within sight of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

 One of the trials was graphically illustrated with pictures of the 

access stair well which leads out on to a flat roof. There is a handrail 

but this is of limited use if you are carrying a full brood box or super! 

At that height, the temperature drops considerably so keeping the 

colony through winter is a challenge as is avoiding swarms in summer 

when the City is densely populated with workers and tourists!  

 There is limited forage throughout the whole season but the flow of 

lime tree nectar in late summer is worth the wait – 

David has again received awards at the London Honey 

Show for his honey. It is probably a good thing that 

there is not a huge volume of honey as David seals the 

supers and carries them home on the train.(There is a 
photo of David at the London Honey Show awards in 
this month’s copy of BeeCraft). 
 Listening to David, it seems that the greatest joy 

is sharing his hobby with friends and colleagues whom 

he will readily take to the rooftop to look at the bees. 

For Sale 
Bulk Sugar and Buckets 

£35.00 per 50 Kg bag 

Minimum sale one bag, 

will not split bags.  Also 10 litre 

buckets at £1.80 each.  All 

collection only. Contact Brian Bull 

on 01245 347050 or email 

brianbull@talktalk.net for more 

information

Bee Books 

Stewart Baldwin is 

gradually 

disbanding his bee library and 

he will bring along a few for 

sale on the 17th December to 

give members first choice. He 

also has a very large number 

of smaller pamphlets e.g. 

Central Association of 

Beekeepers publications which 

will also be for sale. 

Next Meeting: 
15th December 2014 

at 7:30 – 9:30 pm. 

Trinity Methodist 

Church, Rainsford 

Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 

2XB . 

This will be a light-hearted social 

evening with some seasonal treats! 

Jane and Richard Ridler will be 

our guests for the evening and 

Jane will present certificates to 

successful candidates (100%) of 

the BBKA Basic Assessment. 

Stuart Baldwin is bringing a selection 

from his ‘bee book’ collection for sale. 

Richard and Brian will be taking 

orders for Fondant and Pollen Patties 

to be collected from the January 

AGM. 

D ates for your Diaries 2015  
In 2015 our meetings will be held on the following days:- 

19th January  15th June   16th November 

16th February  20th July   14th December 

16th March  17th August 

20th April   21st September 

18th May   19th October 

T ime to renew your EBKA membership ! 

Your membership of the EBKA expires on 31st December 2014 

and is therefore due for renewal on 1st January 2015.  

Please renew your membership promptly - as any delay causes 

considerable extra work for Treasurer, Ian Grant, and Secretary, 

Brian Spencer. Please download the membership form from our 

website. Thank you.  

Although BBKA have increased their charges this year, these have 

been absorbed by the EBKA and the cost of membership remains the 

same.  

We would like to include members' contact details in the Members' 

Area of our website to make it easier for you to find other 

beekeepers in your area to share knowledge, friendship and 

experiences etc. You can decline this option on the membership 

form.  

We are giving you the option to pay via BACS transfer. If you 

encounter any problems, please contact Ian Grant (tel. number 

overleaf). 

When we have finalised the 

subjects and speakers for the 

meetings, they will listed on 

the website. 

mailto:brianbull@talktalk.net
https://brianspenceris.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/ebka-membership-form-v2-2015.pdf


M r Beesy Says 
Why not try making soft set 

honey next year but use the 

easy Beesy way, rather then more 

complicated ways detailed 

elsewhere. 

Just put two jars of rape honey, warmed for one hour 

at blood heat, into a bucket of late season honey 

straight from the extractor. I don’t use an electric drill 

to stir it, just a wooden spoon, because a drill can 

shed minute particles of metal dust. Stir the seed 

honey into the bucket, and then again as necessary 

for a couple of days to keep it soft, before bottling. 

It's easy that way and all you need is a large spoon or 

a potato masher with a long handle. Of course you 

can bottle it later: just stir well once, and then leave 

it to set, but before doing so you will have to warm 

the bucket first for two days at 32° C to soften it to a 

pouring consistency (something I learned many years 

ago; don't believe all you read!). 

Websites: 
CBKA    

EBKA  

BBKA 

BDI: 

Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

O xalic Acid 

You should be aware that the 

Government is taking steps to control 

substances that go into the food chain. Since 

honey is a food, beekeepers must abide by the 

current regulations to avoid prosecution. 

The only legal way to administer oxalic acid to 

your bees is by using the product 'Api-Bioxal'. 

'Api-Bioxal' is not licensed for general resale in 

the UK and is only available on prescription 

from a vet. You can get yours from www.bee-

vet.co.uk  for £19.37, including postage for 

700ml, which should treat at least 14 hives.  

Note: it is illegal to treat your bees, using oxalic 

acid in any other form. 

For your information, the only licensed/legal 

medicines for the treatment of bees in the UK 

are the following: Maq Strips, Bavarol, 

Apiguard, Api Life Var, Thymovar,  Apistan,  Api

-Bioxal. 

F ondant and Pollen Patties at major 

discount. 
Your bees would love some 

fondant to help them get through 

the winter. Place your order now, 

ready to feed them in January. It's 

a good investment and cheaper 

than having to buy a new set of 

bees in April !  

£12 per 12.5kg box, Minimum 

purchase: half box.  

Making pollen patties is a difficult 

and messy business. Ready-made 

pollen substitute in packets ready 

to put on your hive £2 each. They 

can be of great benefit if there is 

insufficient pollen available, 

containing vitamins, amino acids 

and minerals.  

All orders to be collected at the 

AGM in Chelmsford, in January.  

Email your orders by 15 Dec 

2014 via our Secretary, Brian 

Spencer (see below)  

T he ‘Miss Avey Award’ 

Miss Edith Avery was a renowned Essex 

beekeeper. You can find out more about 

her life and the contribution she made to bee-

keeping from the CBKA website. 

As part of her legacy, there is provision for an 

annual award to encourage new Beekeepers from the Chelmsford 

Division.  The award is given to a beekeeper with less than about 5 

years experience who has made progress or shown achievement in 

the craft of beekeeping by, for example, passing exams, entering 

honey shows, working in public relations or working for the division. 

This year, we are reverting to the original practice of inviting nomi-

nations from members for this prestigious award of a nuc box and 

new queen.  Some members made their nomination at the Novem-

ber meeting and there will be another opportunity to do so in De-

cember. If you are not able to be at the December meeting, please 

telephone or email Brian with your nomination.  The award will be 

presented at the AGM in January. 

N ew Addition to Divisional Library 
“Wisdom for Bee Keepers – 500 Tips for Successful 
Bee Keeping” by James E. Tew  Published by Taunton 

Books 2013.  This book was reviewed in the September issue of 
BBKA News, so if you want to know more check it out . 

I enjoyed this book very much, largely because of it's format, 

that is 500 paragraphs, grouped under headings, which means you dip in to 
any section when appropriate.  Highly recommended.  Ian Grant 
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