
Can You Help? 
 

Colchester Zoo are 

running British species activities 

in their Nature Area throughout 

the Easter holidays, with bee 

activities on March 29th & 31st 

and again on April 9th & 11th .  If 

you would like to 'talk bees' with 

the public and sell honey etc at 

this event, please contact our 

Secretary for more details. 
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J anuary’s Meeting 

The AGM was a well-attended and relaxed affair this year, where 

we enjoyed coffee and cakes provided by Pam, while listening to the 

various reports of the Division’s work this year. The Division has gone 

from strength to strength, with its members doing well in the fields of 

education, members’ honey show awards, its engagement with 

members and the wider community. Richard Alabone stood down as 

Trustee this year and Margaret Clay will now represent Chelmsford on 

the EBKA’s executive committee. James Curtis was welcomed as a 

new member of our committee. The draft minutes will be available on 

our website next month for your perusal. 

After the formalities, Brian Spencer and Richard Alabone gave an 

interesting talk on Winter and Spring feeding, highlighting the various 

options available to ensure bees come through the winter in great 

condition. 

For Sale 
Geoff Mills’ Colonies: in 

modified nationals. 

Brood and a half plus 

super.  Disease checked and 

Apiguard treated.  If interested 

contact Roy Hardwicke (see below) 

Honey jars New 1lb round metal 

lids, 1/2 gross boxes - £18.50  

-9 available; + plastic lids, 1/2 

gross boxes - £17 a box - 4 

available.  Pick up at Little 

Baddow or at a meeting - Ring Roy 

Hardwicke on 01245 225950 

 

Next Meeting: 
16th February 2015 

at 7:30 – 9:30 pm. 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, 

Essex, CM1 2XB . 

'Gardening for Wildlife and 

Pollinators'. Writtle Garden 

Design Lecturers, Steve Terry 

and Richard Roman will share 

their ideas for encouraging 

pollinating insects and wildlife 

into your gardens 

T ime to renew your EBKA membership! 

Ian sends a big ‘thank you’ to the majority of members who 

have already renewed their membership, but would like to give 

a gentle final reminder to any members who haven’t yet sent him 

their cheque, that he needs to receive it by 21st February.  Please 

note that non-renewal will result in your insurance lapsing. This will be 

the last communication we send (until membership is renewed). 

If you encounter any problems, please contact Ian Grant  

M iss Avey Award 

As many of you will be aware, the Miss Avey Award is 

presented to the beginner showing the most progress in the 

craft of beekeeping. This year, our members voted overwhelmingly for 

Pam Hughes our ‘New 

Members Contact’. Pam 

has been keeping bees 

for 2 years and last year 

she passed the ‘Basic 

Assessment’ and joined 

the Chelmsford 

Committee in order to 

provide help and support 

for our new members. In 

this role she has ensured 

that each new member 

receives a personal 

welcoming letter, a 

welcome pack and a 

friendly smile at our 

meetings. Pam has also 

been most helpful in 

organising refreshments 

at our meetings and 

garden. party. 



Websites: 
CBKA        

EBKA        

BBKA        

BDI: 

Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917 024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

F rom the Chair  
I am very grateful for all the help and support I have received during the year, 

and what a year it has been! When I came to write my report for the AGM it was 

amazing just how much members in the Division had achieved during 2014. 

Beekeeping is obviously thriving in Central Essex!  

There is obviously a continuing need for us to share our understanding and 

enthusiasm for beekeeping as well as developing our own knowledge and skills. I 

am looking forward to working alongside you all to do just that in 2015. Happy Bee 

Keeping!  

M r Beesy Says - 

Plan ahead.  

Do you need to expand 

or contract your number of 

colonies? Will you have enough supers avail-

able for next season? I've been using plastic 

foundation in supers for several years, but it 

has to be waxed or bees totally ignore it. It 

is of dubious value in brood frames, but has 

advantages in the shallows as it cannot have 

holes nibbled in it and will not collapse in the 

extractor. Yes; it costs more than wax foun-

dation, but is easy to fit and is far more  

robust. At the moment there is only one  

supplier of National plastic, waxed  

foundation. Guess who? 

T reasurer’s Report At the AGM I was able to boast an even bigger 

deficit on the 2014 accounts than the previous 

year – in fact it was the best part of £1600 !! 

But rest assured, we still have a balance in the bank, 

going into 2015, of just over £2000. 

Why, you may ask, am I proud of a deficit ?  

In 2014 we spent over £1800 on new bee keeping 

equipment which is available FREE for members to use. 

Check the web site for a full list and where you collect. 

Other costs are our monthly meetings in a warm clean 

room, with refreshments and chat, followed by first 

class speakers whose expenses are paid.  Also, the very 

enjoyable Divisional Supper – food, wine, entertainment 

and live music !! 

 

G eoff Mills 

 We are very sorry to have to 

inform members of the death 

of Geoff Mills at the age of 89. Geoff 

had been a member of the Chelms-

ford Division for about 50 years and 

kept many colonies although latterly 

the number had fallen to about 20!  

He was an active member and for 

many years ran the Essex Honey 

Show during which time EBKA won 

the ‘Best Marquee on the Show-

ground’ award several times.  He 

was closely involved with the Polli-

nation Scheme in which beekeepers 

would hire out hives all over Essex and Suffolk in the time before 

commercial orchards largely disappeared; the scheme still operates 

although on a much smaller scale.  Geoff was County President and 

very keen to educate the younger generation and would have groups 

from, for example, schools, scouts and cubs in his apiary to talk to 

them about beekeeping and to show then the inside of a hive. 

L ets Talk Bees. 

Pam Hughes, your new 

member contact, held a 

meeting in early December at 

the Running Mare in Galley-

wood for all new beekeepers to 

discuss their experiences and 

any problems encountered 

during their first season of 

beekeeping.  Although it was 

close to Christmas several 

members attended and we en-

joyed a drink and some nibbles  

while we talked ‘Bees’.  Among 

other things it was suggested 

that while we provide excellent 

support for new beekeepers we 

could do with some more inter-

mediate sessions.  This has 

been discussed by the commit-

tee and more intermediate 

sessions are being planned for 

2015. 
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