
Can You Help? 
 

The Theory Course for 

Beginners is underway 

and going well.  The Practical 

Course is due to follow, with 

sessions planned for Wednesday 

evenings in May.  

 

If you have passed your Basic 

Assessment and would like to help 

at one of the sessions or could 

offer your apiary for an evening, 

please contact the Secretary. You 

will be given full support by our 

trainers.  

Helpers in previous years have 

found this to be both enjoyable 

and rewarding. 
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F ebruary’s Meeting 

Steve Terry (garden designer) and Richard Romang 

(landscape architect) from Writtle College gave us a welcome break 

from pure beekeeping tips this month.  The health of our bees, as 

with our own health, depends on quality of food supply. Since nectar, 

pollen and propolis are supplied by the plants to which our bees have 

access, it makes sense to select plant species which will benefit the 

bees, whether planting out a courtyard or an estate. 

We mainly 

rely on the 

large scale 

nectar crops 

- trees and 

agricultural 

acreages - 

for our 

honey crop, 

but access 

to late and 

early plants 

which are 

attractive to 

our bees mean that there should always be something for them to 

forage on close  to home.  Examples given were Lonicera 

(honeysuckle) Ilex (holly), snowdrop, crocus, wintersweet 

(Chimonanthus praecox), Ceanothus spp. and Sedum spectabile which 

cover the seasons – they gave many more examples.  Steve showed 

the successful use of a small area of garden as a flower meadow.   

It was a most enjoyable evening.  

For Sale 
Geoff Mills’ Colonies: in 

modified nationals. 

Brood and a half plus 

super.  Disease checked and 

Apiguard treated.   

These will be advertised more 

widely next month so don’t delay. 

If interested contact Roy 

Hardwicke on 01245 225950 

 

Next Meeting: 
16th March 2015 at 

7:30 – 9:30 pm. 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, 

Essex, CM1 2XB . 

What to do with your bees if ....... 

with Ted Grad .  

Ted is a very experienced 

beekeeper from the Epping 

Forest Division 

B asic Assessment  
The committee would like to encourage all new beekeepers (and 

those not so new) to take the BBKA Basic Assessment. We are 

offering you a short half-day refresher course, free of charge. 

Although at first glance the Basic Assessment syllabus can appear 

daunting, it merely lists the basic things which all competent 

beekeepers should know. The assessment is completely practical/oral 

and normally takes place in one of our members’ apiaries, sometime 

in June or July.  

To entered, you should have managed at least one colony of bees for 

a minimum of 12 months.  

The proposed dates for the revision session are: 

Saturday 6th June or 

Sunday 14th June. If you 

are interested in taking 

part, please contact the 

Secretary and indicate 

which of the sessions you 

would prefer. We will select 

the date that is chosen by 

the majority. It will 

obviously be helpful if you 

can offer both dates.  

 

 



Websites: 
CBKA        

EBKA        

BDI: 

Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917 024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

S kep Making Day in Chelmsford  
Saturday 26th September 9.00 - 17.00. 

The cost, just £30, includes 

instructions and all the materials 

to make your own skep, along 

with lunch and liquid 

refreshments.  Numbers are 

limited, so to avoid 

disappointment please book early 

by contacting the Secretary. 

M r Beesy Says - 

I always do the first  

inspection about mid-March. 

Try and choose a warm day, but if 

it's cold don't take brood frames out for long. The 

main object is to look for usable stores. It may be 

that there are stores but that are too hard for the 

bees to use. Test by scraping with the hive tool. If 

there are very little usable stores you should feed 

in a few days – either syrup or fondant. There 

should be some brood on at least two or three 

frames by mid March: if so you don't need to look 

for the queen.  

Think about the age of the wax in your brood 

frames – it should not be more than five years old 

as it is a harbour for disease. If some are old think 

about ways of exchanging them later for new 

foundation. 

M embership Renewal 
Well done and many thanks to you all 

This year, over 80% of you have responded to our 

request to renew your membership promptly. This 

has resulted in a significant reduction on the work-

load for your Treasurer and Secretary, both whom 

are very grateful.   

The new facility we have introduced to pay by 

BACS transfer has been a major success and we 

intend to continue with this. If you have over-

looked your renewal, please download the  

membership form from our website and return 

ASAP.  

Please come along to the  

Essex BKA AGM 
Saturday 14th March 2.00 Room E06  

Writtle College 
The AGM will be followed by refreshments  

provided by Dengie Hundred & Maldon Division.  

The Keynote Speech, ‘Bees & the Law’, will be 

given by Andrew Beer, the current chairman of 

North Bucks Beekeepers’ Association 

Find out how the law regulates beekeeping  

activities and make sure that you do not fall foul 

of the law through ignorance or fail to take  

advantage where the laws could be helpful. 

M ore Dates for your diary 
 

*MM—monthly meeting 
March 16th (MM)*– Spring update 
 

April 20th  (MM) – First Aid for Beekeepers  
 

May 18th (MM)  – Help! My neighbour has a 

swarm of bees in his garden … 
 

June 15th (MM)  – Preparing for the Honey Show  
 

June 23rd – Hive inspection for intermediate bee-

keepers – booking required 
 

July 20th (MM)  – Disease prevention, Identifica-

tion and Treatment 
 

August 17th (MM) – Preparation for winter 
 

September 26th – Skep-making Day – booking re-

quired 
 

October 31st - EBKA Annual Conference hosted 

by Dengie Hundred & Maldon Division  (you will re-

ceive more details and booking information later) 
 

November 20th – CBKA Divisional supper 

C ountry Shows 
We have received an invitation to a couple of 

shows—see below 

“We would offer you a free space where you can  
promote beekeeping; this would be in exchange for a 
demo/talk in that area. If you have a display that  
would be great. We are looking for the entertainment 
value for our customers. Our shows have a heavy foot-

fall every year and even though it’s called the Robin 
Hood Shows it’s not all medieval we have different dis-
plays, animal shows ,shopping and much more.  
The two shows in Essex we have are  
Brentwood Centre 3/4th May &  

Southend Garons Park 4/5th July.” 

If you’re interested, please contact the Secretary. 
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