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M arch’s Meeting 

The meeting was led by Ted Grad, a very experienced 

beekeeper from Epping Forest Division. 

A slightly different approach to the meeting was adopted with 

members being asked to arrange themselves in groups of about 6 

people.  The title of the meeting was ‘What to do if …’. Each group 

was then given some questions and asked to discuss them and share 

their ideas.  After a while, each group was asked to present its 

findings to the meeting and Ted and others added their wisdom on the 

points raised.  Many members commented that this was a welcome 

departure from the usual format of meetings. They felt more involved 

in the subject material and appreciated the opportunity to talk to 

different members and get to know them better.  

For Sale 
Geoff Mills’ Colonies: in 

modified nationals. Brood 

and a half plus super.  

Disease checked and 

Apiguard treated.   

If interested contact Roy 

Hardwicke on 01245 225950 

You will find other bees/nucs/

equipment for sale on our website: 

(Click here)    

 

Next Meeting: 
20th April 2015 at 

7:30 – 9:30 pm. 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, 

Essex, CM1 2XB . 

 

First Aid for Beekeepers 

with St. Johns’ Ambulance.  

Come along and learn what action 

to take if you or a colleague go 

into anaphylactic shock following a 

bee sting.  

B asic Assessment  
This was mentioned in last 

month’s newsletter.  The date for 

the revision session has now been 

set for Sunday 14th June. The 

session will begin at 9.30 and finish 

at about 1.00. 

If you are interested in 

taking part, please contact 

the Secretary.  

C ourses for Members 2015 
Our members range in experience from none at all to about half 

a century and this poses challenges to the committee when they  

devise the programme of monthly meetings and courses.  The hope is 

to provide something for everyone during the course of the year.  It’s 

not possible to cover everything every year but we hope to do so over 

a few years!  Members’ comments would be most valuable in the 

planning process so please do contact the committee (by email 

through the website) with comments, feedback or suggestions. 

In addition to our beginners’ course this year, we have planned an 

apiary session for intermediate beekeepers in June, queen marking & 

clipping and an ’in depth’ disease session in July. 

 

Membership  

We now have 127 

members and we expect 

more from the group of people 

who will start the practical course 

soon!  A big welcome to those who 

have joined recently. We hope you 

will be able to come to meetings 

and learn more about the craft of 

beekeeping.  Please make contact 

with Pam Hughes our New 

Member co-ordinator. 

N ew Beekeepers’ Course 
This year’s new beekeepers’ theory 

course has now ended. The group consisted of 

23 very enthusiastic beekeepers-in-the-making 

and most, if not all, want to progress to the practical course which be-

gins in May. The course was held on 5 Wednesday evenings at Great 

Baddow Millennium Centre.  The participants received a folder with 

some basic information and were emailed the notes for each session.   

Many members were involved in making the course such a success: Ian 

Grant, Steve Fairchild, Roy Hardwicke, Sean Fergusson, Margaret Clay, 

Brian Spencer, John Jackson, Pam Hughes and Dee Inkersole. Our 

thanks go to all those who gave their time and experience to ensure 

the success of the course.  

S igning of the Magna 

Carta  
Pleshey has planned a medieval 

re-enactment weekend to cele-

brate the signing of the Magna 

Carta on 9th and 10th May. They 

are looking for someone to sell 

and talk about mead. If you are 

interested, please contact our 

Secretary. 

http://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/buy-and-sell/


Websites: 
CBKA        

EBKA        

BBKA        

BDI: 

Bee Base   

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917 024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

S kep Making Day in Chelmsford  
Saturday 26th September 9.00 - 17.00.  

 

This is now fully booked.  If you have been 

disappointed  not to be on this course, let the 

committee know—maybe another can be arranged 

next year if there is sufficient interest. 

M r Beesy Says - 

Here's April and it's all  

starting to happen.  

It's a good time to lightly smoke and 

clean up top bars and frame rebates. If you take 

out a few frames you can clean that section of  

rebate then shuffle three or four frames along in 

order to clean up the rebates.  

Another job for this month is to mark the queen as 

you should be able to find her since the number of 

bees will be at their lowest. If you are not happy 

to do this, sign up for our queen clipping and 

marking class later in the year. Don't be too keen 

to add supers during April since the nights can be 

very cold. I always put a fresh super over the hole 

in the crown board and let the bees tell me when 

they need it. 

Last week I watched a small bumblebee sunning 

herself to keep warm. It was a queen tree bumble-

bee which are becoming a pest to beekeepers, but 

not to the bees. What happens is that they make a 

home behind fascia boards in houses and the 

males fly constantly round the entrance waiting for 

a virgin. Members of the public will see this and 

call a beekeeper to remove the bees, but unfortu-

nately nothing can be done. 

B ee First Aid and Anaphylaxis 
Very few people have the serious and possi-

bly fatal reaction to bee stings called ana-

phylaxis or anaphylactic shock.  But it does hap-

pen and last year it killed a beekeeper in Norfolk.  

This month we have invited St John’s Ambulance 

to talk to us about signs and symptoms and what 

we can do in different circumstances.  We hope 

that none of us will ever need to apply such infor-

mation but worse would be for an occasion to arise 

and leave us wondering why we didn’t take the 

opportunity to inform ourselves. 

If you would like some information about anaphy-

laxis prior to the meeting, please click here or go 

to: http://preview.tinyurl.com/nhn38gs.  

. 
 

E BKA AGM 

The AGM on Saturday 14th March at Writtle 

College was hosted by Dengie Hundred and 

Maldon Division. 

The meeting began appropriately with a minute’s 

silence for Geoff Mills. 

There were no issues regarding any of the reports 

and they were adopted unanimously. 

Eric Fenner stepped down as President of EBKA. 

Pat Allen from Romford was elected as the new 

President. 

Ian Nicholls from Epping Forest was elected as 

Chairman to replace Richard Ridler. 

Both Eric and Richard were given a vote of thanks 

for their work on behalf of the association. 

After a break for refreshments, Andrew Beer from 

North Bucks Beekeepers’ Association spoke about 

Bees and the Law. This was a fascinating talk 

which raised a lot of issues that we, as beekeep-

ers, need to consider. 

Andrew distributed a summary of his talk which is 

well worth reading. For those of you who did not 

attend the AGM, the summary will be available to 

download from the CBKA website in the near  

future. 

L auriston Farm Visit 

Lauriston Farm is situated on the Blackwater 

Estuary, just outside Goldhanger. The 225 

acres are managed using Biodynamic Organic tech-

niques and philosophy inspired by Rudolph Steiner’s 

agriculture lectures from 1924. The farm is home to 

rare breed cattle and sheep, beehives, laying hens, 

vegetables and woodland. Eighty five per cent of 

the farm is designated as a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest. 

We are arranging a 2 hour tour of the farm for a 

Saturday morning in late July or August (date to be 

confirmed). 

If you are interested in this trip, please contact our 

Secretary. . 
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