
Can You Help? 
It would be really helpful 

if members would 

volunteer to come early once in a 

while to help set out chairs.  Sign 

up on the notice board at the next 

meeting. 
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M ay Meeting—Swarm control 
Swarming is what honey bees do at this time of the year which 

is why John O’Connor’s talk was particularly useful. His talk was 

timely, entertaining and informative. 

From the bees’ point of view, swarming is a simple matter of 

reproducing the colony. However, for the public it can be both 

frightening and real nuisance. If their new home happens to be in a 

chimney or porch it can be an expensive job to remove it. 

As John pointed out, if there are swarms in the Chelmsford area, they 

are from our bees! It therefore behoves us to manage our bees to 

minimise swarming and if they do swarm we should know how to 

collect them with the least amount of risk and fuss. 

Triggers for swarming include disease, lack of space and an older 

queen, all of which can be managed by the beekeeper. When there is 

a heavy flow, John recommended giving the bees more space by 

placing a new super immediately above the queen excluder. 

There are plenty of books and articles which emphasise the need for 

frequent colony checks and describe the various manipulations to 

control swarming. There is a useful flow chart on our website on what 

to do when a queen cells are found. [Click here] 

Replacing old queens can also help to reduce the desire to swarm but 

when the inevitable happens, what can we do to minimise the impact 

on the bees, the public and ourselves? 

Be prepared!  What you will need includes; protective clothing, 

smoker, spare brood or nuc box to house the swarm, a cardboard 

box, a large sheet, a bee brush and a pair of secateurs. 

Be safe! A box containing 20,000 bees held at arm’s length while you 

are on top of a ladder is a recipe for disaster!  

Be reassuring! Encourage the householder to keep calm and stay a 

sensible distance away from the swarm  

Collecting swarms is not challenging and can be very good for public 

relations. Look on YouTube or go with an experienced beekeeper  

For Sale 
You will find other bees/

nucs/beesuits/equipment 

for sale on our website: 

(Click here)  You will need the 

password because it is on the 

Members’ section.  

 

Next Meeting: 
15th June 2015  

 7:30 – 9:30 pm. 

Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, 

Essex, CM1 2XB . 
Jim McNeill (from Romford Division) 

will be giving advice about 

preparations for the Essex Honey 

Show – now is the time to start 

thinking about the various classes 

you might want to enter. Find out 

how to make the most of your hive 

products with Jim McNeill, a very 

experienced and successful 

exhibitor  

Membership  

We now have 139 

members. A big welcome 

to those who have joined recently. 

We hope you will be able to come 

to meetings and learn more about 

the craft of beekeeping.  Please, if 

you haven’t already done so, make 

contact with Pam Hughes our New 

Member coordinator. 

 

F ind a Bee Buddy or your local beekeeper We now have an interactive 

map containing details of our 

membership on our website 

(members area). You can use this to 

find a beekeeper living near you.  

 

They may even be willing to become 

a bee buddy, where you could help 

each other and share experiences.  

 

Please check your own details and 

contact the webmaster if you find any errors   

 

https://brianspenceris.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/swarmingchart.pdf
http://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/buy-and-sell/


Websites: 
CBKA        

EBKA        

BBKA       the number on your m/s card 

BDI: 

Bee Base    

Contacts: 
Chair: Margaret Clay  01245 350117   margaretclay@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Brian Spencer   07917 024931   chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 

Treasurer: Ian Grant      01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole   01245 422627   inkersole@btinternet.com 

Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye:  07731 856361  jsmye@sky.com   

H oney Selling Opportunity 
Essex Wildlife Trust Colchester Local 

Group are holding an open Garden and 

family day at the Essex Wildlife Trust 

Headquarters at Abbotts Hall Farm on Sunday 

28th June.  

 

If you are interested to sell honey and also to take 

along some bees/beekeeping equipment, get in 

touch with our Secretary.  

B ee Husbandry – 23rd June 

This is an 

additional 

meeting for year 2/3 

beekeepers who 

would like to learn 

more about the 

‘perfect hive 

inspection’ and watch 

Jane Ridler as she 

demonstrates some of the more advanced hive 

manipulations.  

A few places remain so to reserve one of them, 

please contact the secretary as soon as possible. 

M r Beesy Says - 

June is the month of the 

greatest number of bees in 

your hive, so regular checks for 

queen cells is important.  Some colonies will make 

dozens, others none. Very frustrating!   

Another frustrating thing is varroa.  I recall when 

varroa first arrived; most of us lost half our colo-

nies. Today things are different because bees are 

learning to deal with the mites. Not that you don't 

have to check. Opening up drone brood, or looking 

on a whiteboard under an open mesh floor are well 

worth doing - some will say must be done.  

There will always be some varroa, so don't panic. 

Drone culling is worthwhile in June where a shal-

low frame is put into the brood nest and then you 

cut off the drone comb built underneath when it 

has been capped.  

 

Although the June gap is generally non-existent, 

we might have bad weather so a colony building 

up fast, like Italians, can run out of stores . 

M ake the most of your honey 

You and your bees have worked hard 

throughout the year to produce a crop of 

honey. It makes sense to process it in such a way 

as to make the best of your combined efforts. 

How do you know how your honey  

compares with the rest? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are re-instating the Chelmsford Honey Show 

this year.  

The show will take place during the October meet-

ing and is only open to members of Chelmsford  

Division.  

There will be classes for light and dark runny 

honey and also set honey. The honey needs to be 

in 1lb jars with no label. So, while you are jarring 

your honey this year, set some aside for the com-

petition. Jim McNeill will be at our June meeting to 

share some of the obvious and not so obvious se-

crets of success! 

There will also be a photograph competition so, 

while you out and about this summer, take some 

pictures of any bee related subject. This will be 

judged by all the members present at the show. 

Ingatestone & Fryerning Horticultural 

Society Show - 18 July  
The secretary of the show 

has offered a place to a  

person/persons who will set 

up a beekeeping display, 

discuss beekeeping with  

visitors and sell honey.   

If this appeals to you, 

please contact our secre-

tary. 
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