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July Meeting  
Jean began by emphasizing the need for good husbandry to maintain strong 
colonies and minimise the opportunity for pests and diseases to take hold. 
The varroa mite is a major cause for concern. Jean focused on the life cycle 
of the varroa mite which, given the many detrimental effects it has on     
honeybees is well named ‘varroa destructor’. Jean suggested that members 
should refer to BeeBase for the recommended treatment programme for 
varroa. As a licence holder, Jean was able to bring along brood frames with 
real examples of EFB and AFB. Neither of these diseases is prevalent in our 
area but it is important that beekeepers know how to recognise the signs 
Prevention is better than cure so renewing old foundation regularly is        
important. If anything looks suspicious, don’t hesitate to ask for a second 
opinion from a more experienced beekeeper. Jean is our ‘Disease Guru’ and 
she said that she would rather be called out to a false alarm than let the 
problem take hold. Jean ended by introducing us to small hive beetle and 
tropilaelaps. Neither of these exotic pests has arrived in UK yet but it is 
probably only a matter of time. This was an interesting evening which focused 
on some of the challenges that beekeepers face in keeping our colonies 
healthy and pest-free.  Thank you, Jean.  

 

For Sale  
Various beekeeping 
items for sale. Please 
see                
chemlsfordbeekeepers.com     
for more details. 

Can You Help?  
It would be really helpful if 
members would volunteer to 
come early once in a while to 
help set out chairs. Sign up on 
the notice board at the next 
meeting.  

Chelmsford Honey Show 
Don’t forget to put aside some of your honey for our Chelmsford Honey Show 
on 19th October. 
There are 6 classes in Chelmsford Honey 
Show 
1. Two jars light clear honey (454g) 
2. Two jars medium clear honey (454g) 
3. Two jars crystallised/soft set honey 

(454g) 
4. One jar honey to be judged for taste 
5. Honey cake 
6. Photograph relating to bees/beekeeping 
 
Regulations and entry forms for our own show will be available at the August 
meeting. 

Disease Tour - Sat 22nd August 2015  
This is a real ‘must do’ meeting in and around Chelmsford. We will follow the regional bee inspector around a 
number of apiaries in Chelmsford as he checks the health of our members’ hives. This is a very informative and 
interesting day, with the opportunity to learn from a very experienced beekeeper. The usual start time is 
around 10am and finishes around 3pm, but you don’t have to stay for the whole day. You will need to book your 
place soon – please contact our secretary. 

Membership  
We now have 139 individual 
members plus a group         
membership of an allotment 
group. A big welcome to those 
who have joined recently. 
Please, if you haven’t already 
done so, make contact with Pam 
Hughes our New Member      
coordinator.  

Next Meeting:  
17th August 2015  
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  
Trinity Methodist Church, 
Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 
2XB .  
Next meeting, we will be pleased to   
welcome Eric Beaumont, who will be our 
speaker on Monday 17th August 2015. 
He will be talking about ‘Preparing for 
Winter’. We all need to know how to 
maintain our hives over the winter     
period and to keep our bees safe. 



Mr Beesy Says- 
So now it’s time to take off your honey be-
fore the wasps beat you to it. For wasp traps 
I use 1lb honey jars with a half inch hole in the lid, but they 
should not be put near the hives and keep the entrances 
small. Honey extractors are an expensive item, but there 
are several that can be borrowed from the division.        
Extraction works best when the honey is warm, so either 
extract the frames immediately after removal, or warm 
them up if you can. I always blow warm air through a pile of 
supers before extraction. We know that worker bees live 
for six weeks in summer; but six months during winter, so 
as soon as the honey is off, get the queen laying again for 
those important winter bees, by feeding. Another thing to 
remember at this time is to use a varroa treatment; some 
you can use with supers on, but others not. 
 

EBKA Honey Show 
12th-13th September 
The Essex Honey show, held at Barleylands Farm, is an    
important event for the  Essex Beekeepers, testing their 
skills in producing high quality honey and other bee related 
products. All kinds of honeys, wax and other hive products 
can be seen.  Entering into the honey show can be done by 
all, beginners or experienced beekeepers. There is  
something there for everyone. Sign up now to help.  A 
chance to interact with the public and to discuss our love 
for the bees.  Lunch, tea and coffee provided. 
Please contact Brian ASAP if interested. 

Members equipment for sale 
A significant amount of equipment for sale in      
Chelmsford area including electric extractor, supers, 
frames, floors and brood boxes. Most of the equipment 
is unused.  
Please contact Lyndon Hughes on 01245 251939       
directly for more information. Details of the equipment 
are on our chelmsfordbeekeepers.com webpage.  

Lauriston Farm Visit  
(Biodynamic Farm Organism)  
Saturday 15th August 10.00 – 1.00  
Anyone who has applied to a place will have received an 
email with joining instructions by now.  
If not, please contact Brian, the Secretary.  
 

Contacts:  
Chair: Margaret Clay 01245 350117                            
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary: Brian Spencer 07917 024931 chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer: Ian Grant 01277 652855 iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor: Dee Inkersole 01245 422627 inkersole@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray Contact: Jean Smye: 07731 856361 jsmye@sky.com  

Websites:  
CBKA—  
 
EBKA— 
 
BBKA—the number on your m/s card  
 

Carnica Queens for sale 
It’s the ideal time to re-queen now. Carnica Queens in 
stock. Normally sold for £30 each, but 
for members , an offer of £28 each or 
3 for £80.  
They can be collected from       
Walthamstow in East London, or they 
can be posted for £2.05. 
If interested, contact Sarah on 
07799845041 

Queen Clipping and Marking 
Here is a review from one of our beginner members, 
Sally Haley, on our Queen Clipping and Marking class. 
 
A fabulous, made easy session, held by Roy, Richard and 
Margaret.  A few simple methods were shown on how to 
clip and mark the queen.  As a beginner, this always 
seems very daunting but I found the method, using the 
‘one handed queen catcher’ very easy. A method, I have 
since adopted myself  at home with my own queen, with 
ease and great success.  A little tip, for any beginner 
attempting this at home is to have a bee buddy to assist 
with holding the frame whilst you catch the queen. It 
certainly makes it much less of a challenge.  It was a 
fabulous class, well worth attending.  

EBKA 2015 Annual conference  
Saturday 31 Oct 2015 , held at Ormiston Academy, Burnham-on-Crouch at 9.45—4.30 pm 

Do not miss the boat! Order your tickets now.  Early bird ticket discount of £19.00 (ends on the 31st July) 
EBKA members tickets are £20.00 and non members tickets are £25.00.  Includes Lunch  Please call 01245 381577  


