
 

Helpers  

urgently  

needed 
We really need volunteers 
at the next monthly     
meeting to help with the 
teas and coffees.  Please 
contact Pam Hughes.  We 
would like to set up a rota 
if we can.  It doesn’t take 
long, and the more of us 
that can help, the easier 
the job is.   
Many Thanks 

Honey Sales 
An opportunity has arisen 
to sell all your honey 
products at Newlands 
Spring School by taking a 
stall at their Christmas 
Fayre on 12th Dec 6-8pm.  
 
It’s also an opportunity to 
educate the children 
about beekeeping.   
Please contact our      
Secretary if you are       
interested. 

Chelmsford honey Show Monday 

19th October 
Don’t miss it! Our own Honey show!  This is a very light 
hearted affair. There are 5 classes including: ‘Honey’, plus   
categories for cookery and photography. Just bring a jar or 
two of your best honey to enter. 
We have great prizes including three silver cups, £10 first 
prize, £8 second, and £5 for third in 
‘Bee shed’ vouchers. The prizes will be 
presented by the Mayor of Chelmsford. 
 
NO ENTRY FORMS - JUST TURN UP 
 

Judges: Jim McNeil, Chelmsford 
Mayor, WI representative and 
yourselves.  
 

Next Meeting:  
19th October2015  
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  
Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road,        

Chelmsford, Essex,        

CM1 2XB .  

This month we have our 

very own Chelmsford  

Honey Show.   
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Inspection Tour   James Curtis 
 
What a lovely morning start for something 
that not a lot of us like to acknowledge goes 
on in our colonies. We started off at        
Margaret's Apiary; a small clearing in     
stunning countryside. Peter (RBI) and Jean 

paid great attention to each hive in turn working around in a   
circle spotting things common to all of us, but also things quite 
unexpected. We were treated to some lovely tempered bees 
with each apiary having issues varying from Varroa, deformed 
wing, bee paralysis virus, wax moth and a bee louse, which the 
RBI hasn't seen for a long time. We covered other topics such 
as requeening, Bailey Comb changes, wasps and what to do 
with a doomed colony. It was fun moving in ‘bee  convoy’ to  
other apiaries from Roy's near Galleywood, Pam's in       
Chelmsford and Peter's in Roxwell. 
Later that afternoon I visited my own apiary armed with new 
knowledge, spotting straight away suspected symptoms of BPV 
seen earlier on the tour. I would not have spotted it if I had not 
learnt so much that morning. 

EBKA Honey Show 
Such a fantastic time we all had at the Essex Honey 
Show at Barleyland’s Farm!  Everything was on show 
from honey displays, to candle making for the       
children. The observation hives caused considerable 
interest from all ages and the live Bee Hive     
Demonstration went down a treat.  We are also 
thrilled to have won this year’s President’s Cup!  A big ‘Thank you’ 
to all who entered and to all who helped over the two days.  Lets 
hope we can continue our winners luck for next year! 



September Meeting      
We had a very enjoyable evening listening to     
Richard Alabone, Ian Grant and Jim Killen who 
each told us about different aspects of bee     
keeping abroad. 
Jim showed us how, in New Zealand, beekeepers 
make the most of their hive products by working   
cooperatively. By working together they are able 
to add value by producing a wide range of      
products and marketing them professionally.  
Ian shared with us a ‘Letter from Australia’ in 
which our erstwhile member, Bridget,  related the 
joy of ‘no varroa’ and the misery of small hive  
beetle. 
Richard amused us with tales of bee keeping in   
contrasting settings in The Philippines and        
described the dual use of bees as a source of 
honey and income in various parts of South 
Africa where their main purpose is to protect 
farm crops from the ravages of elephants 
and thereby save the elephants from destruction. 
It all made keeping bees in Essex seem very 
tame! 

 

Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                                       
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 07917024931     
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 jsmye@sky.com  
New member contact - Pam Hughes 01245 252384 
 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA— 
Ebka.org 
BBKA— 
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
 
 

.Mr Beesy Says 

I always think that October is the start of the  
season as the supers should be put away for 
next year. The worst of the wax moth problems 
are over, but if you have comb in a shed, as I 
have, the moths can still wreak havoc. I recently 
used sulphur dioxide, which is a greenhouse  
disinfectant and very cheap and effective. There 
is advice on its use on the BBKA website.   
 
If your hives are in the countryside watch out for 
woodpeckers, especially on commercial or     
polystyrene hives, and fit mouse guards. A 
mouse will make a nest spanning several brood 
frames, using an unending supply of food, which 
will be a nasty surprise in the spring.   

 

 

 

Skep making course 
What a fabulous day we had at Widford Lodge 
School on Saturday.  The class was packed 
with people busily making their skeps.  Such 
great results too!  Lunch was provided by Pam 
Hughes which everyone enjoyed immensely.  
This was a popular event but if you missed out, 
don’t worry, we will try to arrange another 
course in the near future. 

FACEBOOK IS 

NOW ACTIVE 
 
Please join us.  Our  
Facebook page is now 
live.  We have two   
sections for you to join.  
One is our page, ‘Chelmsford Beekeepers            
Association’,  and the other is a group page for    
discussion, ‘Chelmsford BKA’.   You should all by 
now have received an email inviting you to the 
page.  If not please contact Sally and she will make 
sure you are added.  This is an exciting time and 
already members are active on the discussion     
forum.  You will all receive up to date information of 
courses, events and shows by connecting with us.   

EBKA 2015 Annual Conference 
This year the EBKA Annual Conference is hosted 
by  the Maldon Division at Ormiston Academy, 
Burnham-on-Crouch on Sat 31st Oct. You can still 
order your tickets for £20.00 for members and 
£25.00 for non members.  This will be a great day 
out, with a lunch to enjoy and various speakers to 
inspire you. Contact Keith Lomax on 07882132119 
for your   tickets or email :-  
conference@dmbka.org.uk 

Thank you 
Dee Inkersole is stepping down as editor of the 
CBKA Newsletter after almost 2 years in the 
job. During Dee’s editorship the newsletter has 
gone from strength to strength and I would like 
to thank her for her hard work in putting        
together the newsletter and getting it out each 
month. 
I am grateful to Sally Haley who has agreed to 
step into the role from the October issue.    

Margaret  


