
 

Next Meeting:  
Monday 14th December 2015  

7:30 – 9:30 pm.  
Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2XB .  

Our final  meeting of the year 

The  “Bee Social” meeting is back by popular demand in December. It will be a relaxed  affair with 

Christmas nibbles, a photo slideshow of Divisional events from this year, followed by a ‘just for fun’ 

group quiz on bee facts. Come and join us in the festivities! 
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Programme for next year 

 

The programme for 2016 is currently 
being put together, so let’s hear what 
topics you would like to be covered 
at next year’s meetings. Contact  
Sally with your suggestions. 

Fondant at major discount  
This time of year if your bees are a little light on 
stores its best to give them some fondant. Our     
Secretary is now taking orders.  £14 per 12.5kg box 
(min purchase 1 box). Orders have to be collected at 
the divisional AGM in January at the Link. Orders via 
email by 15 Dec 2015 to The Secretary. Feeding 
them will help them through the winter, and may   
prevent colony loss.  

National Honey Show 
 

Incase you haven't heard the Chelmsford        

Division achieved great success at the Essex 

Honey Show in September. Off the back of the 

shows success a few members went on to enter 

the heady heights of The National Honey Show 

and came away with some   silverware. Walter 

Gee received two Firsts and a Third prize. John 

Lacey achieved two Seconds, along with a Highly  

Commended and Commended. Well done both. 

2016 Membership Renewal 
Membership for next year is now due. If you have 
not already done so, please renew your       
membership ASAP as delays cause considerable 
extra work for the Treasurer and Secretary. An 
easy and quick way is to pay by BACS and send 
a completed PDF form to Ian. Download the form 
from our website or the facebook group. Any 
queries please contact your Treasurer, Ian Grant.  

Oxalic Acid 
The Government is taking large steps to control  
substances that go into the food chain which        
includes honey. Beekeepers must abide by the new 
regulations. The only legal way to administer oxalic 
acid is to use the newly licensed product 'Api-Bioxal'. 
The 35g pack of oxalic acid powder is available from 
C.Wynne Jones at £9.05 inc. vat and p&p and can 
treat up to 10 colonies. Treatment is best applied in 
a broodless period (December or January            
depending on weather). 

 

The Miss Avey Award 

The Miss Avey Award is given to a  beekeeper 
with less than 5 years' experience who has made       
progress or achievement in the craft of           
beekeeping. This may be in the form of passing 
exams, entering honey shows, working in public 
relations or working for the Division. Nominations 
for the 2015 award is now being taken, so if you 
would like to nominate someone you feel         
deserves this accolade, please contact our    
Secretary. The award will be presented at the 
AGM in January.  

The January Monthly meeting 

The AGM will be held at the monthly    
Monday meeting on 18th January 2016. 
Hopefully we can conclude business 
promptly, as it will be followed by a        
fascinating film  'Bee Talker - The          
Secret World of Bees'.  
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https://brianspenceris.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/ebka-membership-form-with-questions-2016-v2.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/411731165689139/
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Mr Beesy Says 

2015 has certainly been a strange year for              

beekeeping; the warm weather in November led the 

queen to keep laying, while there was very  little     

coming in,  the stores have been somewhat depleted.  

It's therefore a good idea to heft the hives again, also 

in Feb/March. Check that the gales haven't blown a 

roof away and there's still time for protection from 

mice and  woodpeckers if needed, and of course 

check the entrances are clear. 

Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                             
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 
07917024931                       
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 
iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 
jsmye@sky.com  
James Curtis—07940757831 
honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 
 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA— 
Ebka.org 
BBKA— 
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association  
Facebook group—Chelmsford BKA 
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FACEBOOK 

Our Facebook page and  
group are still very active 
and needs new members 
to join us!  Please hurry!  
It is proving a great place 
for our members to share               
experiences, ask for advice  
and to keep in touch between meetings.  If you 
haven’t joined in yet then please contact James or 
Sally for more  details.  Contact  details are below 
and the details of the page/group can also be found 
under the website heading. 

The Divisional Supper 
 

The annual Chelmsford Beekeepers supper made 
its return on the 20th November. It was a roaring 
success yet again. Richard Alabone and Ian 
Grant provided the live music to kick off the     
entertainment, followed by a lovely selection of 
food. To finish the evening we all had great fun 
getting our fingers in a twist with origami. Things 
made ranged from a piano, a chair to a little man. 
You can see what we got up to on youtube video 
here. 

My top 3 Christmas books to give 

or receive 

Travels in blood and honey - Elizabeth Gowing 
A fascinating read that follows the adventures of the 
author as she moves to Kosovo. Not knowing the 
language or culture she quickly immerses herself 
into the country by taking up Beekeeping. A        
wonderful and alternative look at beekeeping. Also 
includes some lovely recipes. I would love to make 
the dish fli. 
A Beekeepers Progress - John Phipps 
John has been keeping bees for 40 years, travelling 
the world searching out other beekeepers and    
writing about their practices. This charts his         
adventures from high flying honey businessman to 
retirement near the mountains of Greece. A very 
funny read interspersed with expert advice. 
The Honeybee - Gould+Gould 
From the history of beekeeping from prehistoric to 
modern times, bee anatomy, communication 
(covering the experiments done by von Frische in 
the 1960s) this is a book that covers the in-depth        
scientific parts of honeybees and great read for    
advancing knowledge for all levels. 
Written by  James Curtis 

Our last meeting  

Bumbleee Conservation Trust 
A very interesting talk was enjoyed by all, and it gave 
us a detailed insight into bumblebees and their 
Lifecycles.  An explanation was given on how they 
have the ability to pollinate so many of our flowers 
which was due to the amazing length of some of 
their tongues. John also gave us an in depth         
explanation into the “Flight of the Bumblebee”       
describing how they overcome their obvious lack of 
aerodynamics. John brought to our attention that 
Beekeepers may have played 
a part in the      Bumblebee 
decline over recent years as 
our bees directly compete for 
forage. He asked that we   
consider the Importance of 
Pollination   rather than  Honey 
Production and the availability of forage for all      
pollinators when we site our hives; although he did 
concede that this was a very difficult assessment to 
make. Brian brought up the problem of call-outs to 
swarms which turned out to be Bumblebees and 
John explained that this was mainly due to the Tree 
Bumblebee (Bombus Hypnorum ) recently             
introduced from   Europe for Crop Pollination, which 
look similar to the Honey bee, and tend to             
congregate around nest sites above the ground and 
often in Birdboxes during their mating season. 
Written by Jon Beasley  

https://youtu.be/N1qZcREZdFU
https://youtu.be/N1qZcREZdFU

