
 

Apiary Site  

Available 

 
We have been offered a 
very secure orchard site 
in Woolmongers Lane 
Blackmore CM4 0JX.  If 
you would like to find out 
more information please 
contact John Akehurst on 
07850327865 or Email 
Lynda.akehurst@yahoo.c
o.uk 

Equipment  

to borrow! 
We have a large amount of 
equipment available for 
members to borrow (FOC) 
such as extractors, honey 
warmers and also bee suits 
but we are always looking to 
meet our members growing 
needs, so if there is         
anything you think we 
should add to our collection 
please let Brian our       
Secretary know. 

Mr Beesy Says 

 
At this time of year it's a good idea to heft the hives at back 

and front to make an estimate of the stores when going into 

winter. Check each hive to see if they are all similar, then 

check again in the spring to see how much has been used. 

At this time of year it's not a good idea to break the cluster, 

but you could look at stores in the outside frames, and it is 

still not too late to feed if they are low on stores. Some   

beekeepers say it will cause dysentery in early spring, but 

some bees will get it anyway. You may need to put on 

mouse guards, but there is no need to put a whole strip on 

each entrance, unless you are going to take the entrance 

block out. Half a mouse guard is generally sufficient to    

cover the entrance, fixed with two drawing pins. 

Next Meeting:  
16th November 2015  

7:30 – 9:30 pm.  
Trinity Methodist Church, 

Rainsford Road,        
Chelmsford, Essex,        

CM1 2XB .  
Our next meeting is 

‘Bumblebees for  
Beekeepers’  

By John Taylor 
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Beginners beware! 
 

I have just watched the BBC repeat of The Wonder of Bees 
with Martha Kearney and thought it very good. BUT - a few 
things need correcting.  They demonstrated the folly of using 
SN1 frames which produce festoons of wild comb below the 
frames, due to the use of narrow top and bottom bars. 
Thornes normally supply them to beginners, even when they 
are specifically asked if these are the best ones to use.    
Manley frames are so much better. Thornes also supply the 
equally foolish DN1 frames.  In the programme they said that 
you should wait till all frames are capped before extracting 
which isn't necessarily good advice for beginners.  
They also showed a scientific test which proved that           
Neonicotinoids are dangerous to bees, but then showed an 
'expert' who insisted that the results are not yet   proven.  I did 
like the comments by the Archbishop of Canterbury about him 
‘telling the bees’.  I admit I have used my keys to say Bees, 
bees your master is dead and I am now your new master.  It's 
good for the soul.  
 

Mr Beesy 

Designers required 
We are currently in the process of creating a 
logo for our division along with a T-shirt       
design.  If you can help us, with ideas and 
suggestions, please send your design to 
James Curtis.  For contact information see      
overleaf. 



Divisional Supper 
 
All tickets are now sold out!  It is a Shame if you 
have missed the opportunity to join us.  Just a       
reminder for all of you though who are coming 
along, it will be a fabulous night. It is held on     
Friday 20th November at 7.30pm at Great 
Baddow Millennium  Community Centre.  There 
will be live music, waiter service, a three course 
meal and after dinner entertainment of  ‘origami’ 
with audience participation. Fun for us all! 

Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                                       
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 07917024931     
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 jsmye@sky.com  
New member contact - Pam Hughes 01245 252384 
James Curtis—07940757831 honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 
 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
 
EBKA— 
 
BBKA— 
WWW 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association  
Facebook group—Chelmsford BKA 

FACEBOOK 
Our facebook page 
and facebook group 
have got off to a good 
start and we now 
have 76 members.  It 
is proving a great 
place for our       
members to share  
experiences, ask for advice and to keep in 
touch between meetings.  If you haven’t joined 
in yet then please contact James or Sally for 
more details.  Contact  details are below. and 
the details of the page/group can also be found 
under the website heading. 

 

 

Our Honey show 

Our Honey Show was a resounding success so, 

a big ‘thank you to Brian for organising the 

event and also to those members who helped 

out on the day. There were plenty of excellent 

entries in each class. It all ran very smoothly 

and turned out to be a lot of fun. Margaret 

 

Beginner beekeeping 

course 
 
Our theory course starts in February next year 
and there are still a few places left.  If you know 
of anyone who may be interested please let 
them know.  Places are limited but they can still 
register via our website.  If they have any   
questions, regarding places, times and anything   
regarding the course itself, please do not      
hesitate to contact our Secretary or Chair. 

Programme for next year 
 

The programme for 2016 is currently being put 
together by the committee, so let’s hear what  
topics you would like to be covered at next year’s 
meetings.  Please contact Brian the Secretary or 
the Chair with your suggestions. 

Time to renew your EBKA 

membership 
 

Your membership of the EBKA expires on the 
31st December 2015 and is therefore due for   
renewal by the 1st January 2016.  Please renew 
this promptly, as any delay can cause             
considerable extra work for our Treasurer and 
Secretary.  Please download the membership 
form from our website.(see below for details) 
Although the BBKA have increased their charges 
again this year, these have been absorbed by the 
EBKA and the cost of the membership remains 
the same. 
We would like to include members’ contact details 
in the members’ area of our website to make it 
easier for you to find other beekeepers in your 
area, to share knowledge, gain friendships and/or 
experiences.  In addition, contact and location  
details of anyone volunteering to collect swarms, 
will also be made visible for the public.  You can 
decline these options on the membership form 

though if required.  We are also giving you the 
option to pay via BACS transfer if this is easier for 
you.  If you have any queries or problems         
regarding this please contact our Treasurer Ian 
Grant. Contact details below. Thank you 


