
 

Next Meeting:  
Monday 18th January 2015  

7:30 - 9:30 pm.  
Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2XB.  

Our final meeting of the year 

AGM 

Our January meeting will begin with the AGM. You can find the agenda on the members area 

of www.chelmsfordbeekeepers.com. Please do come along and lend your support to the 

committee for all of their efforts. It will be followed by a film showing ‘The secret world of 

bees’, which features Dr Mark Watson, one of the world’s  greatest bee behaviourists. 
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We would like to wish all of our members  
and their families  

a very Merry Christmas 
&  

a very Happy and Successful  

New Year! 

Bee Good Products 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our Beekeepers raffle was a great success. Our 
thanks goes to ‘Bee Good’ for donating a ‘Bee 
beautiful gift pack’, which contained a number of 
award winning skincare products. If anyone 
would like further information on ‘Bee Good  
Skincare’ or to purchase these honey, beeswax 
or propolis products then look no further. Go to 
the BBKA website shop. Most of the products 
are sold here and all members will receive a 
10% discount. Alternatively look at the website: 
www.beegood.co.uk 

New Electric Extractor 

for members' use ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are delighted to have secured funding 
(50% from EBKA) for the purchase of a new 
electric extractor for the Division. The        
extractor is light enough to transport in a car 
and can handle 9 frames (including Manley 
frames). It has an 80 watt reversible motor, 
stainless steel drum and cage. The extractor 
will be stored by Pam Hughes in central 
Chelmsford and will be available for anyone 
to borrow from January 2016 onwards. If   
anyone would like to borrow this extractor 
please contact Pam on 01245 252384 . 



Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                             
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 
07917024931                       
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 
iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 
jsmye@sky.com  
James Curtis—07940757831 
honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 
 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA—  
Ebka.org 
BBKA—  
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association  
Facebook group—Chelmsford BKA 
 

. 

 

Help needed please!                

Beginners’ Theory Course 2015 
Plans for the 2016 course are well under way and 
we would appreciate hearing from any            
beekeepers, especially 1st and 2nd year        
beekeepers, who would be able to help mingle 
and socialise with the students. 
Venue: Great Baddow Millennium Hall, 

Baddow Road, Chelmsford, CM2 9RL. 

Dates: Wednesdays - 17th,  24th February and 

16th, 23 & 30th March 2016 

If you are able to help, please contact              

either - Ian Grant or Margaret Clay. Contact     

details are below.  Thank you. 

 Diary dates for 2016  
  
Please make a note of the following dates in your 
diary for our monthly meetings: 

January 18th. February 15th. March 
21st. April 18th. May 16th. June 20th. 
July 18th. August 15th. September 19th. 
October 17th. November 21st. December 
12th 

When we have finalised the subjects and the 
speakers for the meetings, they will be listed on 
the website. 

Our last meeting: 

Banquet Quiz Night & Raffle  
A great fun evening started with an enormous 
buffet arranged by Sally - thank you. 
Several teams of mixed ability, sanity and      
gluttony then took part in our annual quiz, with 
Brian and his glamorous assistant, testing our 
level of general ignorance. Congratulations to 
the worthy winners! 
Next, the raffle, with prizes generously donated 
by our members. The first prize was kindly     
donated by ‘Bee Good’, a beautiful box of award 
winning skincare. We managed to raise a further 
£140 for Little Havens Hospice - well done! 
After such a lively, fun filled evening, I'm sure 
you're all now looking forward to the joys of the 
New Year and a good rest. May the Bees be 
with you.  Written by Jon Beasley 

Last chance to purchase 

Discounted fondant 
 
The deadline has been extended for those of you 
that have not yet had a chance to purchase   
Fondant. Please contact our Secretary if          
interested. Hurry as this offer of £14.00 per 
12.5kg box (min purchase 1 box) is only on until 
the 10th January. 

Mr Beesy says 
Is 2016 going to be another strange year?    
Currently, the bees are not sure if it's autumn or 
spring, which will bring its own problems.   
Christmas was not a good time to use oxalic  
acid [Api-bioxal] as there was too much brood. If 
you haven't already used it, wait a week or two 
for a cold spell. Some say you should check for 
mite drop after use. Do what I say not what I do!   
I always use a brick on the roofs in winter; good 
insurance against bad gales. 
Thinking ahead for next year - it's good to have 

a spare brood box and frames for an artificial 

swarm, or to hive a swarm; bits of board will do 

for the floor and the roof till the comb is drawn 

out, with a stone to make an entrance. Then it's 

easily combined back, which is a good way to 

get bees onto new comb with a new queen. I 

hope that's food for thought. And thinking about 

food, this warm weather will have depleted the 

stores, so there could be problems in late      

February or March. 
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