
Next Meeting:  

Monday 15th February 2016 
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  

Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2XB .  

‘How to look after your back!’ 

Having back problems? Talia Berkowitz, a specialist will be showing us how to lift  

correctly.  Exercises will also be shown (participation optional).   

Something for Everyone 

This month we have sent a bumper pack of information 

to all members. So, what's going on.…?  

Firstly, we have updated the 'Equipment Available To 

Borrow" leaflet, to reflect the recent acquisitions by 

the division. Please do take time to read this leaflet - and 

retain it for future reference. The equipment is being 

held by various members in and around Chelmsford.  

There is no charge to members of EBKA Chelmsford 

Division for this service. Secondly, we include the   

Chairman and Trustee reports, as presented at our AGM 

last month. 
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Facebook 
Exciting news!  You can now  
advertise your honey on our    

Facebook ‘Chelmsford           
beekeepers page’.  All you have 
to do is like and share the page 
and give your honey details to 

James Curtis.  Couldn’t be   
simpler!  

The ‘Miss Avey Award’  
 
Miss Edith Avey was a renowned Essex               
beekeeper. You can find out more about her life and 
the contribution she made to beekeeping from the 
CBKA website. There is an annual award in her 
name, to encourage new Beekeepers from the 
Chelmsford Division.  The award is given to a      
beekeeper with less than 5 
years' experience, who has 
made significant contributions 
to the division and       
achievements made in the 
craft of beekeeping.  
This year, James Curtis was 

presented with the Miss Avey 

award at our AGM.  James 

has helped the Division in 

many areas, including our 

Beginner's Course, Facebook 

page, Newsletter and T shirt/ logo designs. On a  

personal level, James passed the Basic  Assessment 

and has developed his own website to market his 

honey. James has recently become a              

committee   member. 

Skep-making Day in 

Chelmsford  

 
Following the very successful day we held last 
Autumn, we are proposing to hold another          
Skep-making Day in September (Saturday - date 
TBA). The course will take place in  Chelmsford 
between 09.00-17.00hrs.  
The price, just £30, includes  instructions and all the 
materials to make your own skep, plus lunch and 
refreshments.  
If you have an unfinished skep from last year, you 
can complete it at this session for only £15. 
numbers are limited and to avoid disappointment, 
please go to the CBKA website—see: ‘How Can We 
Help You? -> ‘Courses and Training’ - in order to 
register your interest.  
Further details will then be sent to you. 

http://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/miss-avery-award/


Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                             
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 
07917024931                       
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 
iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 
jsmye@sky.com  
James Curtis—07940757831 
honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA—  
Ebka.org 
BBKA—  
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association/Facebook Group—Chelmsford BKA  

 

 

Mr Beesy Says. 
 
This year, the beginning of February would be a 

good time to treat for Varroa with oxalic acid, 

which is about 97% efficient. The only approved 

type is Api-Bioxal.  The smallest size will treat 10 

colonies and the mixed up liquid is applied to a 

seam of bees, 5ml per seam. Another way to 

use it is by vaporisation; which is better for the 

bees: Thorns will sell you a device for £140 to 

use with a car battery but it's only a diesel glow 

plug, fixed to a metal pot which you stick into the 

hive’s entrance. On the internet, you will find 

details of glow plugs as well as a teacup heater 

into which you can fit a brass cap. It works well. 

If you use a vaporiser, it is important to keep up 

wind of the hive. The vapour can be          

dangerous. You can search on the internet how 

to use it. Whatever way you use it, you must     

remember that it's wicked stuff: 10,000 times 

stronger than vinegar and Api-Bioxal powder is 

more dangerous to use than oxalic acid crystals. 

If you want to find some common sense about it, 

go to the BBKA Api-Bioxal posts! 

Book review 

“The Bees” by Laline Paull first published 

2014 

This book is not another text book on how to 
keep bees; it is a story about Flora 717 who is 
born into a hive which is set up in an orchard. 
Everything happens during Flora’s life. There is 
an invasion by wasps, a mouse that gets into 
the hive by gnawing through the wooden wall 
and returning foragers contaminated by a deadly 
spray. There is conflict between the nurse bees, 
the foragers and the sanitation bees until the   
police bees get involved. The drones are         
misogynists to the last, except when they detect 
an un-mated Princess. There is a laying worker, 
a queen coming to end of her life and, of course, 
a swarm. 
The author has really done her bee keeping 
homework telling the story from Flora's point of 
view and writing in a direct, poetic style. I found 
it gripping and hard to put down. 
So, as the bees are constantly reminded - 
“Accept, Obey and Serve” - do read this book, it 
is in the Divisional Library, so there is no        
excuse. 
 

Treasurers report 
At the end of 2005, I had just completed my first full year as Divisional Treasurer. 

In 2005 we had 55 members, now we have 131. In 2005 there was £5500 in the bank, now £1400. 
However, during those 10 years, we have bought a fine collection of equipment readily available to all     

members. Check out the website. There are 24 items listed, the most recent being a 9 frame electric radial 
extractor. 

I still have the two original ledger books, where each member was entered and the BDI Certificates         
completed in triplicate. Now it is all done on a spreadsheet, thanks to Brian and Dee, and the certificates  

issued automatically via email. 
 My predictions for 2025? All subscriptions will be by direct debit. The process will be programmed so at the 

press of a key, the accounts will be reconciled with the bank, the Balance Sheet will appear and will be            
automatically emailed to all members. Hardly worth having a Treasurer!!! 

Ian Grant (Treasurer) 

'Essex honey show help needed 

It may seem as if the Essex Honey Show is a 
long way off but...in 2016, we would like to enter 
the Divisional class for a small garden to 
decorate the entrance to the marquee. Sally   
Haley has offered to mastermind this and she 
will be very pleased to hear from anyone who 
would like to help her. Seed sowing starts now!' 

The last meeting 

The meeting in January; the first of 2016 started with 
the fairly formal affair of the AGM. Committee     
members we re-elected, along with some newer 
members joining the table for the first time. Roy gave 
a summary of the year. Margaret proudly showed of 
the sparkling presidents cup that Chelmsford won in 
2015 - a marvellous achievement. An interlude for 
refreshments followed, twinned with the screening of 
the documentary on Dr Marc Winston (bee             
behaviourist) and the distribution of honey popcorn. A 
great start to our planned events for the 2016        

season . 

mailto:sally.haley@btinternet.com?subject=help%20with%20Honey%20Show%20Garden%20display
mailto:sally.haley@btinternet.com?subject=help%20with%20Honey%20Show%20Garden%20display

