
Don’t miss the next meeting:  

Monday 21st March 2016 
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  

Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2XB .  

Speaker—Michael Badger MBE 

Michael will be discussing how to prepare for the new season with reference to 

swarm and varroa control 
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Beekeeper polo shirts  
 

With our new logo the committee have decided 

that we should have a run of polo shirts 

fabricated and made available for members of 

the association to buy at 

cost. They will be in a 

variety of sizes (unisex) 

and come in one colour of 

charcoal grey. The polo 

shirts are superb quality, 

with the logo embroidered 

onto the left breast panel. 

Advanced orders will be 

taken soon, so keep an 

eye out for them appearing 

on a committee member. Please email Sally 

Haley at sally.haley@btinternet.com if you would 

like to order one. 

.Our new logo 
 

In November you may recall we asked for 
submissions for the design of a Chelmsford 
Association logo. The committee established 
a working party to look at all of the designs 
selected. We have been working hard behind 
the scenes ever since, going through various 
options. The result of which was presented by 
James at this month's members meeting. We 
have a popular website and a growing 
facebook presence so the public face of the 
association is ever more 
important. The design 
had to be bold, fresh, 
modern and be able to 
take the association into 
the next 50+ years. Soon 
it will appear across all of 
our published channels. 
We hope you agree that 
the logo is simple, easily 
identifiable modern and fun! 

Library book            

reminder 
Please can you check to see 
if you have any borrowed 
books from our   library that 
need returning. A few are 
outstanding.  Any queries or 
questions regarding the     
library books please see 
Frances at the next meeting.  

Beginners theory 

course underway 
Our beginners theory course 
has started.  A great turn out of 
new beekeepers attended and 
will soon be joining us.  If       
anyone wants to attend now for 
next year please get them to 
complete the form on line 
www.chelmsfordbeekers.com 
and get there names enrolled 
now as these places go fast! 

Nuc suppliers list 

 
Are you planning to supply 

nucs this year? If so please 

contact the Secretary to      

ensure  your details are on 

our website and available to 

give to our beginners this 

year.  
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Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                             
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 
07917024931/
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 
iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 
jsmye@sky.com  
James Curtis—07940757831 
honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA—  
Ebka.org 
BBKA— the number on your M/S card 
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association/Facebook Group—Chelmsford BKA  

 

 

Mr Beesy Says 

I always take a first look at colonies on a warm 

still day around 10th March, checking for brood 

and stores and I also have a bit of a clean up if 

necessary. Feeding them fondant directly on the 

top bars can be very messy. I put mine over the 

hole in the crown board with two layers of bubble 

wrap to keep it warm. If not, try thick syrup in a 

contact feeder; 650ml hot water to 1kg sugar. 

Bees need water to help dilute the stores, so if 

there isn't any nearby, give a tray of water but 

put in peat or wood chips to give them 

something to land on. In March it's very 

important that there is brood building up. The 

eggs laid on March 10th will emerge on the 31st 

but will not be foragers till 21st of April. That early 

brood makes all the difference especially if there 

is rape around. This year there is less rape 

grown, but perhaps that's a good thing. 

2016 National honey show 

Coach trip 

Exciting!  We would like to arrange a coach 
trip for us all and possibly a few other local 
divisions to join us to this years National  
Honey Show.  This year the National Honey 
Show is celebrating its 85th show, it is held at 
Sandown Race course Esher Surrey.  The 
proposed date we would like to  attend is  
Saturday 29th October.   
To arrange this we would like some idea of 
people who may be interested.    I appreciate 
it is a long way off but in order to get an idea 
of the size of coach required could you  
please let your interest be known to                      
Sally Haley on sally.haley@btinternet.com.  
Prices as yet are unknown but as soon as 
more information is sought, more information 
will be provided.  If you would like to see the 
schedule  the link below 
will show you this years 
itinerary. 
www.honeyshow.co.uk 

LAST MEETING 

Talia Berkowitz from School House             
Osteopaths gave us an excellent and thought 
provoking talk. She explained how our    
backs work and how to avoid damaging them    
when manipulating our hives. She              
engaged Jon  and Sean to assist.            
Sean    showed   her  some   of   the   lifting     
required  and   Jon    volunteered   to     
demonstrate some       
exercises. The         
importance of not 
rushing and using 
correct     techniques 
when  lifting heavy 
boxes cannot be 
over    emphasised. 
Keep a straight back 
and bend those 
knees if in doubt get     
someone to help. 

Basic Assessment   
 

To encourage all new beekeepers (and those 
not so new) to take the BBKA Basic                
Assessment, we are offering  a short half-day 
refresher course, free of charge. Although at first 
glance the Basic Assessment    syllabus can  
appear daunting, it merely lists the basic things 
which all competent beekeepers should know. 
The assessment is  completely practical/oral and 
normally takes place in one of our members’  
apiaries,  sometime in June or July.  To enter, 
you should have managed at least one colony of 
bees for a minimum of 12 months.  The          
proposed date for the revision session is       
Sunday 12th June. If you are interested, please     
contact the Secretary.  

Skep making day 

Skep making day on Saturday 17th September 
9.00 - 17.00. The cost, just £30, includes          
instructions and all the materials to make your 
own skep, along with lunch and refreshments.  
£15 to complete any unfinished skeps . Numbers 
are limited, so to avoid disappointment please 
book early by contacting the Secretary . 
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