
Don’t miss the next meeting:  

Monday 18th April 2016 
7:30 – 9:30 pm.  

Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2XB .  

Health and Safety/Apiary Security 

Jon Beasley will be showing us various security options for us to be able to   

protect our Apiaries  
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Beekeeper polo shirts  
 

They are here! Our fabulous new 

polo shirts with our new 

embroidered logos.  You can now 

order them from Sally at our 

monthly meetings or you can email 

her on sally.haley@btinternet.com. 

They are for sale at the cost price 

of £12.50.  They come in sizes XS,S,M,L,XL,2XL.  

They are unisex, although they do a ladies option 

which is slightly more fitting.  If you are unsure of 

the size Sally will advise.  Order yours now! 

Swarm Rota 

In previous years, a few of our members have 
acted as "receptionists" for swarm calls from 
the general public . This has resulted in a 
heavy burden on a few, which is now 
unsustainable. This year's swarm rota will 
operate differently. When a member of the 
public goes to our website, they will see a 
map of our members who are available to 
collect swarms and will contact them directly, 
thereby spreading the load. (If your name is 
not on the map, that is because you did not 
express a wish to participate in this scheme 
on your membership form). Chelmsford 
Council has been informed of the new system 
and we hope it works well for everyone . 
 

Bee Husbandry – 21st June 2016 
This is an additional meeting for year 2-3          

beekeepers who would like to learn more about the 

‘perfect hive inspection’ and watch Jane Ridler as 

she demonstrates some of the more advanced 

hive manipulations.  It will take place at the         

Divisional Apiary, starting around 6.30pm.  Please 

contact the Secretary to reserve your place. 

Queen Clipping and Marking - 15th 

June 2016 

In response to members’ comments, we have    

organised a session in which you can be taught 

how to mark your queen without harming her and 

clipping her wings without damaging any vital parts 

of her body. This session will take place at our   

Divisional Apiary, starting at 6.30pm.  Please    

contact our Secretary to reserve a place.    

Chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com 



Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117                             
margaretclay@btinternet.com  
Secretary - Brian Spencer 
07917024931/
chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  
Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 
iancgrant@btinternet.com  
Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445  
sally.haley@btinternet.com  
James Curtis– 0740757831  
honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 
Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 
jsmye@sky.com  

Websites:  
CBKA—  
Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
EBKA—  
Ebka.org 
BBKA— the number on your M/S card 
WWW.bbka.org.uk 
Facebook page—Chelmsford Beekeepers  
Association/Facebook Group—Chelmsford BKA  

 

 

Mr Beesy Says 
Now is the best time to have a hive clean 
up.  Top bars and rebates can easily be cleaned 
and if bees have tried to weld the frames to the 
hive, the hive tool should clean things up.  While 
you're going through brood frames, remove full 
frames of stores and old black frames.  The bees 
will draw out foundation for brood but try not to let 
them store frames of rape.  Don't put on supers 
until needed as it will cool the brood at night, 
although it's fine to store supers over the crown 
board.  The new queen catchers and markers are 
easy to use and now is the best time to do this. 

Frames by Mr Beesy 
I have been asked to tell you something 

about the frames I have been making and 

selling for the last 20 years. The overall      

design is the same as a Hoffman self spacing 

frame, with all the complication in the four 

plastic corner mouldings. But the main       

advantage is that the parts are pushed and 

snapped together. No nails are needed. Deep 

and shallow frames are the same except for 

the length of the sidebars, with self spacing at 

the top and the bottom corners and also    

having wide top and bottom bars. All contact 

points with frames and hive are just that – 

points – to minimise propolis. Foundation 

slides in easily, to be held by the staples into 

the top bar and the frames are made to be 

compatible with wooden Hoffman frames.  

Email Richard Alabone on 

R.alabone@charbro.co.uk. 

Bee Improvers Day by Kerry Barr 

 
Expecting Georgian grandeur, hearts slumped 
when we encountered the shell of a building    
undergoing restoration!  It was going to be a 
long, cold day! 
Un-daunted, we clustered with the rest of the  
colony hoping to generate enough heat to      
sustain us all.  The speaker Roger Patterson, 
was a beekeeper who succeeded in inspiring, 
challenging, questioning and potentially           
enraging us all.  
It proved a thoroughly worthwhile event.  Roger 

provided something for every level of beekeeper, 

emphasizing that book learning can’t compete 

with the benefits of observation. His message, to 

risk  simplification was……The bees teach us! 

Microscopy Course 

Several members of our division recently   
attended the microscopy course held  at  
Writtle College. Graham Royal, our mentor, 
taught us how to set up and use Dissection 
and Compound  microscopes and how to 
make up slides to examine pollen samples 
from flowers. We also were able to extract 
and  examine pollen from our 
own honey. We were invited  
to bring in 30 of our own Bees 
to examine for Acarine and 
Nosema. We will be setting up 
a microscopy day for you to 
test your own bees! Anyone 
who is interested please email 
Sally. 

P h o t o g r a p h y  c o m p e t i t i o n 
During April the Chelmsford Beekeepers         
Facebook group is running a photo competition 
entitled 'Spring time Beekeeping'. A winner will 
be selected by the committee, and a prize given 
of beekeeping goodies. The winners and         
entrants will also be posted on the CBKA      
website, and social media channels. To enter, 
your photos should be posted to the 'Chelmsford 
BKA' members facebook group where further   
details can be found. Closing date for entries is 
25 April 2016.  If you would like any other details 
please contact James Curtis on the email        
address:-  honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 


