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Don’t miss the next meeting!  
Monday 16th May 2016 7:30 — 9.30pm 

Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex, Cm1 2XB 

Swarm response and Collection 
  Brian will be explaining how to collect a swarm       

successfully 

The Asian Hornet 
The Asian Hornet – a serious predator of honey bees – has not yet 
been found in UK. 
However, as it is predicted that it will arrive somewhere along the 
East Coast in the foreseeable future, it is in  everyone’s interest that 
we keep a sharp look out and report any sightings. 
 
On the internet you will find several designs for simple traps that will 
catch the Asian hornet without damaging other, more beneficial   
insects. 
Peter Aldridge has trialled these designs and has some useful     
construction tips. These were demonstrated at the April meeting and 
he will be showing them again from 7.30 at the May meeting.  

Things for sale! 

Please send your items to :- 
Sally.haley@btinternet.com 

 
Metal stands and other bee 

Equipment contact: 
Jim  on 01277 363590  

 
 

Supers, frames, floors, boxes and a 
electric  extractor  

Contact: Lyndon Hughes  
01245 251939 

 
 

Various hives, mouse guards, books, 
foundation and much more 
Contact :Simon Wallace 

01702 311643 

 
 
Bulk sugar -  £35.00 per 50 Kg bag. 

10 litre buckets £1.80 each.      
Contact: Brian 
01245 347050 

 
 

Two hives and bees for sale, along 
with 1lb jars.  Contact John      

Jackson on 
jjack4427@aol.com 

 
 
New flat pack/assembled national 
supers £26 and brood boxes £40. 

honey@wildwing .co.uk 

Interested in having your own ‘out’  

Apiary? 
Freddie Seabrook would like to encourage other beekeepers to his 
farm in Little Leighs.  If you are interested in having your own out 
apiary in agreed locations, please contact Freddie Seabrook on Tel: 
 07984160220 

Queen clipping course 

Please contact Brian Spencer, our secretary, if you are interested in 
doing this year’s queen clipping course.  We only have one of these 
courses per year and there are limited places, so please sign up 
ASAP.  The proposed date for the course is June 15th at 6.30PM at 
Writtle college, Lordship lane, Chelmsford.  Our tutors will show you 
the easiest way in marking and clipping your queens. Various   
tools/equipment will be shown. After the course you will then feel 
confident enough to go home and clip and mark your own queens. 



                    Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117 margaretclay@btinternet.com  

Secretary - Brian Spencer 07917024931/chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  

Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 Iancgrant@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445 sally.haley@btinternet.com  

James Curtis – 0740757831 honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 

Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 jsmye@sky.com  

 

Websites: 
CBKA— Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 

EBKA–  Ebka.org 

BBKA–  WWW.bbka.org.uk 

Facebook page—Chelmsford beekeepers Association/facebook 

Group—Chelmsford BKA 

COMPETITION TIME 

We are running a  photo competition under the 
title of 'Spring Time Beekeeping'. If you would 
like to enter this competition please add your 
entry onto our facebook page or  alternatively 
send your entry to sally.haley@btinternet.com,       
entitled ‘spring time competition. The winner will 
be chosen by the committee and announced at 
the subsequent monthly meeting, they will also 
receive a goody bag of bee things and their 
photo will feature on the Chelmsford            
Beekeepers Association facebook page and 
news feed.  Get taking those photos and good 
luck to you all! 

 

 

Mr Beesy says 

Over the years the rape harvest has suffered 
because of the weather. I remember it being too 
dry. This year the flowers are too early, then it's 
been too cold, and late April was too wet. But 
the rape flow is always two weeks after the  
flowers are out, so if the first two weeks of May 
are warm then we may be okay. Remember that 
as soon as the flowers go off, so should the   
supers, and extract that day; in 24 hours a    
harvest can turn into disaster. It's no good just 
thinking about extraction. I write these articles 
because of my many years of experiencing most 
disasters. Although we are urged to always give 
the bees enough space, too much room in the 
brood box leads to frames of stores which the 
bees don't use, and too many supers leads to 
half filled frames and granulation. The          
beekeeper has to regulate the space available 
in both areas, and that isn't straightforward. 

Welcome to our new members! 

 

It is great to have our new members on board.  
Our new beginners practical class starts on  
Saturday 30th April, at Writtle college.  The   
following dates to remember are the 3rd, 10th, 
17th and the 24th May, which are held at      
various sites.  Please remember to bring along 
your wellington boots and your marigolds. If you 
have any queries or concerns regarding this 
please contact Brian Spencer our secretary. 

Hive Inspection day 

Jane Ridler (master beekeeper) will be showing 
us how and what we need to look for within our 
bee hives along with showing us a            
demonstration of some of the more advanced 
hive manipulations. A must for all beekeepers 
wanting to improve their techniques.  This will 
take place at our divisional apiary in Writtle on 
the 21st June at 6.30 pm.  There are limited 
places, so please act quickly and register your 
interest with Brian our secretary.   

Disease inspection day 

Date to be confirmed.  Follow the bee inspector 
around a number of apiaries as he checks the 
health of our members hives.  Complete the 
form on  Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com if you are 
interested or contact Brian our secretary. 

Order your Honey Jars now! 

Latest date for your order is the last Friday in 
May, the 27th. There are various sizes and 
shapes at great prices. Please contact Jean 
Smye on Tel; 07731 856361 or email 
jsmye@sky.com. 


