
Writtle food and farming day 

Representatives from our Chelmsford division once again attended 
the event giving thousands of primary school children from all over 
Essex the opportunity to explore the wonderful world of bees. They 
were able to see, touch and smell bees wax and honeycomb with 
Jon and David and  look inside our virtual hive with Tim and Ian. 
Claire helped  give them the opportunity to wear a bee veil and talk 
about the importance of bees to our  environment. 
Sally our "Queen Bee " provided 
hundreds of photo opportunities 
and answered the thousands of 
questions that the children threw at 
her. 

A very busy, fun-filled day! 
Thank you everyone! 

Writtle Apiary 

3 places are now available at 
our out apiary in Writtle.  If you 
are a   beginner who has just   
finished your theory and      
practical classes and would like 
to hold your bees here, then call 
Richard Brotherton on Tel: 
07776243542 to secure a place.  
Hurry though as these places go 
quickly. 

 
 
 

Thankyou 

 Our thanks goes to   Margaret 
and Peter who held a revision 
session for members who are 
taking their basic assessment 
this month.  It was a great help! 
Thank you! 

 
 

Volunteer needed 

The museum of power in      
Maldon would like someone to 
attend from Chelmsford        
Beekeepers to provide a bee 
display and to possibly do some 
candle rolling.  If anyone would 
like to do this contact Sally for 
details.  The date for this event 
is the Sunday 26th June. 

Learn how to extract that glorious honey! 

On Saturday 16th July we will be holding a        
morning course on how to extract your honey.     
Various equipment and methods will be shown by 
Richard Alabone, a very experienced beekeeper. If 
you would like to join us please contact Jon Beasley 
via email Josama2000@talktalk.net.HURRY as there 
are limited places available. 

Next meeting: 
Monday 18th July 2016 

7:30 - 9:30pm 
Trinity Methodist Church, Rainsford Road,    

Chelmsford,  
Essex CM1 2XB 

Candles to Cappings!  Celia Rudland, an expert 
in candle making, will show us how to make the perfect          

candle. Candles will be available to purchase! 

Helpers Needed 

Helpers are desperately needed for 
this year’s Essex Honey show.  

Please help us!  Contact Sally on                                     
Sally.haley@btinternet.com.    

Dates:- 11th/12th Sept 

Items for sale 

Roy Hardwicke has New    
cedar wood national supers 

fully assembled £22.00 
Tel:01245 225950 



                    Contacts:  
Chair - Margaret Clay 01245 350117 margaretclay@btinternet.com  

Secretary - Brian Spencer 07917024931/chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com  

Treasurer - Ian Grant 01277 652855 Iancgrant@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editor– Sally Haley—07769553445 sally.haley@btinternet.com  

James Curtis – 0740757831 honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk 

Disease and Spray - Jean Smye 07731 856361 jsmye@sky.com  

 

Websites: 
CBKA— Chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/ passcode:  

EBKA–  Ebka.org/ passcode:  

BBKA–  WWW.bbka.org.uk/  

Facebook page—Chelmsford beekeepers Association 

Facebook Group—Chelmsford BKA 

Hylands Flower show 

Our thanks goes to Margaret and Helen Hardwicke 
who attended the Hylands’ Flower show in May to 
help promote Chelmsford   Beekeepers.  Both  
Margaret and Helen enjoyed there time and were 
lucky with the weather being so fine.  
Mary Berry was there too! And if you 
went along you would have seen her 
looking as lovely as ever!  A few jars 
of honey were also sold ,which was a 
nice added  bonus! 

Mr Beesy Says. 

Bee stings can be anything from a minimal half-hour 
soreness from a young bee, to life threatening. Bees 
that were calm at the last visit can turn nasty, so 
don't chance wearing shoes or thin gloves. When it 
comes to followers there is  generally one or two, so 
retreat to a safe distance before removing your veil. 
Bad followers are difficult to lose even with smoke, 
but the shade of a tree will disperse them or even a 
short run. If it gets too bad, move the brood box 
away in order to find the queen and cull her. The  
rearranged hive will probably raise a new one, or 
alternatively make up a nuc and order a new     
Buckfast. They are readily available for immediate 
delivery in July.  Incidentally, in windy weather, a 
Sheriff type veil can blow against your face; try   
wearing a peak cap under your veil.   I've never 
been stung in the car as bees congregate on the 
rear   window. 

Skep making day 

 
Following   the  very   successful   day  we   held   last 
Autumn, we are proposing to hold another skep   
making day this year. The price, just £30, includes 
instructions and all the    materials to make your own 
skep, plus lunch and liquid 
refreshments. If you have an 
unfinished skep from last 
year, you can complete it at 
this session for only £15.  
Please contact Jon Beasley 
to secure your place. 
Josama2000@talktalk.net 

The perfect hive inspection 

 

Our thanks goes to Jane and Richard Ridler who 
very kindly came along to our out Apiary in Writtle 
and showed us how to achieve a bailey comb 
change successfully. Basic assessment tips were 
also given, much to the delight 
to a few members who have 
their assessments coming up 
soon. It was of great interest to 
us all and we were lucky 
enough to be joined with a few 
other divisional members from 
Southend and Braintree.  

Hive Maintenance and Construction 

Day—24th Sept 10am 

 
 

Peter Aldridge and Ian Grant will be going through the 
tools and techniques needed to maintain, restore and 
build brood boxes, supers and roofs. You will receive 
hands on experience as they  build a complete hive 
from a flat pack and restore old damaged hive    
equipment. They will also deal with wood fillers, glues, 
paint and   preservatives as well as sterilising old  
equipment. This course is ideal 
for new bee keepers building 
new hives or  dealing with    
second-hand equipment. To  
secure your place Please email  
Jon Beasley at 
Josama2000@talktalk.net 

Queen Clipping course 

 

Thanks to Roy Hardwicke for a very interesting and 
informative session on Queen marking and how      
clipping our queens can help with swarm                
management. This is always a popular course. We 
were able to practice on 
drones and   we     discussed 
the queens behaviour and 
swarm   management in great 
detail.  


