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MEMBERSHIP
Membership of the EBKA/BBKA expired on 
31st December 2016 and is therefore due for 
renewal on 1st January 2017.

Please renew your membership promptly - as 
any delay causes considerable extra work for 
Treasurer, Ian Grant, and Secretary, James 
Curtis. Please download the membership form 
here.

This  will ensure your continued membership 
of the BBKA, EBKA and Chelmsford Division - 
together with  continued Product & Public 
Liability insurance. 

Our February meeting will be our yearly film 
night.
The night will contain several long clips from 
lectures taken from several National Honey 
Shows. It is a brilliant resource with excellent 
speakers covering a huge range of topics.
The night will introduce this lecture series 
along with how to access and watch them 
online in order to advance and improve your 
beekeeping.
After each clip a Q&A session will be opened 
to the floor for discussion.

JEAN FENNER
It is with great sadness we have to inform you 
that Jean, Eric Fenner’s wife, passed away 
this week. 

Although not a beekeeper in her own right, 
Jean Fenner was very supportive of her 
husband’s beekeeping and regularly attended 
events organised by Chelmsford Division 
over the years. In addition, Jean and Eric 
hosted several summer events in their lovely 
garden and she will be fondly remembered by 
many of our membership. Our thoughts and 
sympathy are with Eric and the family at this 
time.

Details of funeral arrangements can be 
obtained from Roy Hardwicke on 01245 225950

MISS AVEY DIVISIONAL AWARD 
 
Well done to Jon Beasley  for winning the 2016  
Miss Avey Divisional Award for the contribution to 
the division.

Over 2016 Jon has successfully taken on the 
organisation of the Practical Course, the Taster 
Day, Queen Marking, Hive Inspection Days and 
has become an active member of the committee. 
 
Well done Jon!
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 JANUARY MEETING - AGM
 
January’s meeting was largely devoted to our AGM. Roy Hardwicke began 
with a summary of the 2016 beekeeping year and then the business of 
the AGM followed, with Ian Grant presenting the accounts and the 
election of officers to our committee. Margaret Clay stood down as Chair 
and was thanked warmly for all her work. Brian Spencer has been elected 
to replace her. There was also a special thank you to Sally Haley for 
her work as New Member contact and for doing our newsletter. Thanks 
also went to Jean Smye, who is standing down as Disease Liaison. The 
AGM concluded with the presentation of the Miss Avey award to Jon 
Beasley, for his outstanding contribution to CBKA as a new beekeeper.   

Draft minutes and AGM papers are available on our website.

After a short break, Richard Alabone introduced a session on beekeepers’ 
home-made inventions. Richard, Ian, Brian and James Curtis shared with 
us some of the beekeeping items they’ve devised and reminded us all 
what a creative lot beekeepers are. 

Thanks go to Pam Hughes for providing the evening’s refreshments. 

By Wendy Swift

Margaret Clay recieves our thanks

Jon recieving his award

https://brianspenceris.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/ebka-membership-form-with-questions-2017-v1.pdf
mailto:hardwickebuild%40aol.com?subject=Jean%20Fenner
https://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/agm-minutes/


FUTURE OF NEWSLETTER

At the AGM, Treasurer - Ian Grant - raised one particular 
item that both he and the committee have kept a careful 
tab on over the last few years in reflection of rising costs. 

The Chelmsford Beekeeper and Essex Beekeeper newsletter 
is delivered in paper to over 90 Chelmsford members 
each month. Each paper copy requires printing, folding, 
collating, labelling, stamping and posting - equating to a 
significant cost to the division that have risen by £500 in 
the last year alone (with that money we could have bought 
another extractor for the division). The committee are 
looking at options to reduce these costs. For every member 
that chooses to recieve both versions electronically only 
the division saves £7. 
We would love to hear your opinions on the distribution of 
the newsletter. Would you like to go entirely electronic? 
Would you still like to receive the newsletter by post? 
Head over to the facebook group (www.facebook.com/
groups/411731165689139) where there is a poll running and 
you can tell us what you think.

If you would like to have your newsletter delivered 
electronically from now on please email the Secretary - 
James Curtis.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20 February 2017  Film Night      The Link, Trinity Methodist Church 
20 March 2017   Question Panel      The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
10 April 2017   Swarm Control      The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
15 May 2017   Integrated Pest Management    The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
19 June 2017   Apiary Meeting with Clive De Bruyn   Hylands Park Apiary
17 July 2017   Young Farmers      The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
21 August 2017  Label Design      The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
18 September 2017  Chelmsford Honey Show     The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
16 October 2017  Top Bar/Warre Hives     The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
20 November 2017  Chelmsford Environmental Strategy   The Link, Trinity Methodist Church
11 December 2017  Have Fun Presenting Your Honey   The Link, Trinity Methodist Church

EVENTS AND COURSES COMING UP
Members Monthly - Film Night  20th February 2017 19:30 - 21:00 
Bee Trade Exhibition   4th March 2017  09:00 - 16:30 Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG
EBKA AGM    18th March 2017 14:00 -  Writtle College, Chelmsford, CM1 3RR

Chair    Brian Spencer  07917 024931  chelmsfordbees@btinternet.com
Secretary/Newsletter James Curtis  07940 757831  honey@wildwinghoney.co.uk
Treasurer     Ian Grant   01277 652855  iancgrant@btinternet.com
New Members  Jan Tutton  01277 655443 jantutton@hotmail.com
Trustee   Peter Aldridge  01245 231453 phaaldridge@btinternet.com

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

COMMITTEE
At the AGM there were a few changes to the committee 
positions. Below you will find the 2017 elected 
representatives and respective positions

 President  Roy Hardwicke
 Chair   Brian Spencer 
 Vice Chair  James Curtis  
 Secretary  James Curtis
 Treasurer  Ian Grant
 Trustee   Peter Aldridge
 New Members  Jan Tutton

FONDANT
Your bees are bound to love some fondant to help 
them get through the winter. Place your order now 
so that you are ready to feed them in January. 
It’s a good investment and cheaper than having 
to buy a new set of bees in April. Its great for 
emergency feeding, or just as an insurance method.  
 
£14 per 12kg box. Minimum order is 1 box. All orders to 
be collected at the February meeting. Email your orders 
to  the Chair  Brian Spencer

CO
NT

AC
TS

MR BEESY SAYS...
 
If you’re buying fondant in a 12 KG box you will 
find that chopping it up and putting it in a hive 
is an incredibly sticky business. I found that the 
best way is to cut up bits and put them into 
freezer bags to put over a porter escape hole.

The trick is to use icing sugar to stop getting all stuck 
up. Place the block of fondant on a strip of wood 
or some spoons down the middle, unfold the plastic 
wrapper, then saw it in half long ways using a serrated 
carving knife. Dust it all over with icing sugar, then saw 
up into pieces about 2” x 4” x 4”, and dust the cuts. 

Put each piece into a small zip-top supermarket bag 
that has been turned inside out, then push the bag over 
the fondant and seal it up. Cut and bend the plastic 
before putting it over the crown board, and cover with 
two layers of bubble wrap or blanket to keep it warm.

It’s surprising the difference the bubble wrap 
makes, you will find the bees take it much faster.
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