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NEWSLETTER
At the last committee meeting in February 
we discussed the future distribution of the 
paper newsletter after issues of cost were 
raised at the AGM in January.

After a long discussion and reviewing 
comments from the Facebook group poll, the 
committee feels that in principle the division 
should begin charging for paper copies to be 
sent out. 

From each member’s subscription the division 
keeps £7.20 (the rest going to BBKA, BDI etc). 
With the price of a 2nd Class stamp now at 
55p you can see why it isn’t sustainable over 
a 12 month period. This doesn’t take into 
account the cost of printing the newsletter 
itself of course! If it wasn’t for the courses 
we run each year the division would find it 
hard to make ends meet.

The committee needs to do a great deal of 
work behind the scenes with logistics before 
this proposal can be put into action. We 
hope to roll out this change for the 2018 
membership applications. It will not effect 
anything for this year and as always we will 
keep you updated.

March sees the return of Beekeepers Question 
Time. Ian Grant will field questions to a panel 
comprising Richard Alabone, aka “Mr Beesy”, 
Caroline Wheeler, Tim Pigrem and Pauline 
Booty. The panel represent a range of 
approaches and levels of experience. 

Question Master, Ian Grant, will put questions 
relevant to this time of the year, including 
getting hives through the winter, spring 
feeding, queen marking and swarm control. 

Questions will also be taken from the floor, 
so think now about what questions you would 
like to ask and email Ian Grant - or just bring 
them on the night and surprise the panel.

BEES AT OAKLANDS MUSEUM 
 
Oaklands Museum has housed an 
observation hive looked after by the 
CBK since the 1970’s. The museum is 
applying for a lottery grant to make some 
improvements and the observation hive 
forms part of the proposal. The museum 
has informed us that the obs hive is the 
most popular exhibit, and under the new 
plans will be moved into a very prominent 
position. In order to reinforce and aid 
the council’s application and hopefully 
eventual success Margaret Clay has written 
a letter of support from the Division.

The bid will be submitted in March and we 
hope to hear of the result sometime this 
year.
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 FEBRUARY MEETING - FILM NIGHT
 
We were all treated to a ‘Film Night’ for our February meeting. James 
Curtis introduced us to the world of beekeeping videos on YouTube by 
selecting a few examples for us to watch. First of all we saw a video from 
the National Honey Show archive on how to market honey, which led to 
us all thinking about how good we (as small-scale producers) market our 
own honey.

After this we watched several home-made beekeeping videos from 
YouTube and a panel of Peter Aldridge, Richard Brotherton and Steve 
Fairchild rated them. All the videos showed beekeepers in their apiaries 
(mainly in the US – most YouTube beekeeping videos are American). 
Some of the videos were informative and demonstrated good practice, 
but others showed some really appalling beekeeping behaviour. 
They’re all there on YouTube for us to look at and judge for ourselves.  
 
Thanks go to James for organising the evening and to Pam Hughes 
and Sheila Rushbrook for providing us with teas, coffees and biscuits.

By Wendy Swift

Existing exhibit at Oaklands
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HYLANDS HOUSE - NEW DIVISIONAL APIARY
 
We have some wonderful news to tell you all. After the success of 
our training apiary at Writtle College, the division is now building 
on this success by opening another Divisional Apiary in the beautiful 
surroundings of Hylands Park and House. The committee established a 
working party which has been in discussion with the council over many 
months, including visits to the intended plot and we have now signed an 
agreement to allow us to site some hives. We have a few obligations such 
as maintaining and looking after the new apiary, and its set to be a huge 
success.

The working party has now taken over the site and has been hard at work 
clearing all the brambles, preparing the ground and fixing things. They 
still need help to finish the job and are looking for volunteers to help 
them on Saturday 4th March 2017. They will be meeting in the small 
car park on the right as you enter through the Three Mile Hill entrance. 
Please bring gardening gloves, garden fork, stout boots or wellies.

If you would like to join in (hopefully tempted by the chance of free tea, 
coffee and cake!) then please contact Jon Beasley.

The Hylands Divisional Apiary will have its official grand opening on 19th 
June 2017 which will replace our normal Link meeting that month. It will 
be opened by renowned beekeeper Clive De Bruyn and the evening will 
comprise of exciting demonstrations and discussions. You will need to 
bring your bee suit, wellies and gloves. We will send out more details 
nearer the time.

MR BEESY SAYS...
 
Let’s hope the weather will calm down, bees don’t like their house being blown over, but it’s surprising how they recover.  
A warm, calm, day in March is the time for a first look to check stores that are vital, as there is little or nothing bees can 
bring in. Eggs laid in March will not be flying bees for another six weeks, so it’s vital to start building up as soon as possible.  
A syrup feed in March needs a contact feeder and people argue about 1 to 1, or 2 to 1.  I always use the same; 1 ½ to 1 
which seems fine. Nosema can sometimes be seen in spring as a coating on top bars. There is little that can be done apart 
from a scrape and hope, but bees are good survivors. Mouse guards should now come off, as well as any special winter top 
covers. I have hardboard top covers with foam polystyrene glued on, to help them keep warm in winter.

EVENTS AND COURSES COMING UP
Members Monthly - Question Time 20th March 2017 19:30 - 21:00 
Bee Trade Exhibition   4th March 2017  09:00 - 16:30 Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, CV8 2LG
EBKA AGM    18th March 2017 14:00 -  Writtle College, Chelmsford, CM1 3RR

Chair    Brian Spencer  07917 024931   chair@helmsfordbeekeepers.com
Secretary/Newsletter James Curtis  07940 757831   secretary@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Treasurer     Ian Grant   01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com
New Members  Jan Tutton  01277 655443  newmembers@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Trustee   Peter Aldridge  01245 231453  phaaldridge@btinternet.com
Courses   Jon Beasley     courses@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com

BBKA BASIC ASSESSMENT
It’s time to apply for the BBKA Basic. You will need to 
have kept bees for at least 12 months. To apply download 
the form here and fill in the details. It will need to be 
signed by a committee member before you send it off. 
 
CBK WEBSHOP COMING SOON
The committee is working on a webshop for the 
division. You will be able to buy polo shirts, badges, 
and renew your membership all online through 
our secure payment system. Details of when the 
store will open will follow in the next few months. 

 
COURSES

The division’s Beginner Theory Course for 2017 has now 
started. There are 18 beginners who, over the next 
few weeks, will start to learn the beginnings of being a 
Beekeeper. The course is staffed by volunteers from the 
division who make tea and coffee, meet and greet and 
talk to all the new students. Extra volunteers are always 
needed. If you would like to join in please email Jon 
Beasley.
Work has now started on organising the venues, 
volunteers and logistics of the CBK Practical Course 
beginning in May. 
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Peter Aldridge preparing the ground

Before work started
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