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HONEY MAP
I always hear from people who buy my 
honey that they find it hard to find a 
beekeeper near to them. These are always 
missed sale opportunities for these local 
beekeepers, which is a great shame. With 
the constant rise of people living and doing 
everything on mobiles, laptops or desktops 
and searching for everything from car tyres 
to tea bags, it’s time that members should 
have their honey easily found online. We 
have recently opened up the option to get 
yourself listed on the Divisions ‘Honey Map’. 
The map uses google maps to provide any 
visitor to the chelmsfordbeekeepers.com 
website locations and details of beekeepers 
(or retail outlets) that sell their honey. 
Adding your honey to the map is simple 
and takes 30 seconds. Just fill in the form 
here and I will add your details to the 
map. You can see the honey map live on 
our website by clicking the map below. 
 
By James Curtis

Robert Pickford will be talking to us about 
swarm control

Robert is a practical beekeeper who has kept 
bees for 60 yrs, He classes himself extremely 
lucky enough to have worked under Ted 
Hooper during his last 2 years at Writtle and 
learnt more from him in that time than he had 
in his lifetime before.
He’ll be talking to us and demonstrating, 
practical swarm control methods and 
techniques, revolving around observation and 
taking action. 

BBKA BASIC ASSESSMENT
 
It’s time to start thinking about taking the BBKA Basic Assessment. Its 
a great opportunity to further your knowledge in beekeeping and is a 
great fun few hours discussing questions and opening up a hive. The 
assessment runs in July. The division will be running a revision/refresher 
session for those interested in taking the basic, and Jane Ridler - Master 
Beekeeper will be doing an afternoon session at our divisional apiary 
showing us how to do the Perfect Hive Inspection. All good pointers to 
help you! If you are interested in doing the basic please contact Jon 
Beasley. If you would like to enrol on the Perfect Hive inspection or the 
refresher/revision session then sign up on the website.
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 MARCH MEETING - QUESTION TIME
 
Our March meeting saw the return of the popular ‘Beekeepers’ Question 
Time’, where a panel of Caroline Wheeler, Tim Pigrem, Pauline Booty 
and Richard Alabone, chaired by Ian Grant, answered questions from 
members. This event is always a great opportunity to talk about different 
approaches to beekeeping and to learn something new.
The first question was a review of last year: How much honey did the 
panel take off their hives and did they try anything new with their 
beekeeping ? This was followed by questions on early spring feeding and 
winter maintenance, including cleaning up hives and frames and when to 
replace old frames in a brood box.
The panel was then asked about swarm control, and this led to a 
discussion about swarms, with the sharing of swarm-collecting stories. 
We then talked about Asian hornet traps – and the final questions were 
about supers: When is the best time to put one on? What is the best way 
to clear one of bees? 
Thanks go to Caroline, Tim, Pauline and Richard for being on the panel, 
to Ian for organising and chairing the event and to Margaret Clay and 
James Killen for the evening’s refreshments.  
 
By Wendy Swift 

The ‘Dream Team’ panel

https://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/local-honey/
https://goo.gl/forms/gskgxdeInb7FRBo63
mailto:courses%40chelmsfordbeekeepers.com?subject=Basic%20Assessment
mailto:courses%40chelmsfordbeekeepers.com?subject=Basic%20Assessment
https://chelmsfordbeekeepers.com/courses/


 
HYLANDS HOUSE - UPDATE

 
On the 4th of March the Hylands House working party had a very 
productive day preparing the ground and sorting out some of the 
long list of jobs to be done at our new divisional apiary. They had 
really great weather and managed to get lots done. 

We still need a few more donations to complete the work.
 
Items still needed

• Shed stain x 10 litres in Forest Green
• A workbench for the shed
• Shelving for the shed
• Benches for use in the shed
• A large whiteboard and pens
• A large wheelbarrow or 4  wheeled trolley
• Garden table and chairs
• Timber decking planks
• A glavanised bin and lid
• Breeze blocks
 
If you have any of the above that you would like to donate to 
be used in the apiary then please get in contact with either Jon 
Beasley or Peter Aldridge.

MR BEESY SAYS...
 
Now is the time to remove brood frames that are past their best.  Any very dark ones without brood, or with only a small 
patch should come off, but also frames full of stores; they won’t need lots of stores now and a full frame is no good for 
brood.  Replace with foundation, on the edge of the brood nest, not in the middle.  Take just one full frame of stores and 
another next month if there is one.  It’s a good time to find the queen and mark her, as there are not too many bees.  Any 
mouse guards should come off now, and open up the entrance to 4 inches.  Normally my supers go on in mid April, but the 
farmers have stopped growing rape, so we will have to wait for field beans, or lots of garden flowers.  I for one won’t mourn 
the loss of a rape harvest; it’s an aggravation I can well do without.

EVENTS AND COURSES COMING UP
Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture  2nd April 2017    Coach House, Coggeshall, CO6 1TG 
Swarm Control  monthly meeting 10th April 2017  19:30 - 21:00 The Link, Chelmsford, CM1 2XB
Hylands House Farmers Market  9th April 2017  10:00 - 16:00 Hylands House, CM2 8WQ

Chair    Brian Spencer  07917 024931   chair@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Secretary/Newsletter James Curtis  07940 757831   secretary@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Treasurer     Ian Grant   01277 652855   iancgrant@btinternet.com
New Members  Jan Tutton  01277 655443  newmembers@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Trustee   Peter Aldridge  01245 231453  phaaldridge@btinternet.com
Courses   Jon Beasley  07776 180524  courses@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com

NEW BANK DETAILS
The CAF bank who we have banked with for many years 
starting charging the division £5 per month to have 
an account from January. In order to save this fee the 
division has now moved to Metro Bank. This means our 
account details have changed and you might want to 
make a note of them if you need to use them in the 
future (the details will be changed on membership 
forms etc going forward).Our new details are 
Account name Essex Beekeepers Association Chelmsford 
Division | Account no. 23036657 | Sort code 23-05-80

 
HYLANDS FARMERS MARKET
Spaces have become available selling honey at this 
lucrative stall at Hylands House selling honey on 
the EBKA stand. Its a really great way to sell your 
honey. The market takes place on the second Sunday 
of the month. Contact Margaret Clay to join up! 

THEORY COURSE
The theory course continues at a pace. Volunteers are 
always needed to help with tea, coffee and talking to 
the ‘students’. Dates of the up coming evenings are 
below. Please contact Ian Grant if you would like to 
help.
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Tea break time!

A great turnout
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